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WOOLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
HELD ON THURSDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2022 AT 8PM 

AT WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 

PRESENT: Councillors Mick Fairless, Hannah Greenslade, Mary Greenslade, David Harris, Andy Lord, Terina 
Riches and Martin Rose 
 
In attendance: Gillian Orchard Preece (Parish Clerk); 4 members of the public 
 
1/22 Apologies for Absence. 
 There were none. 
 
2/22 Declarations of Interest. 
 There were none. 
 
3/22 Public Open Forum 

It was agreed to allow a member of the public (Churchwarden) to speak later in the meeting during the 
discussions on the Cemetery (Agenda item 8d). 

 
4/22 Presentation by Barbara Pond (Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC))  

Barbara Pond of the GRCC was asked by Forest of Dean District Council (FoDDC) to speak to the Parish 
Council and ask for their agreement to produce a Housing Needs Survey (HNS) for Woolaston on behalf 
of Gloucestershire Rural Housing Partnership (GRHP) of which FODDC is a partner.  She highlighted the 
following: 
The HNS, looking at affordable housing, will be advertised on social media.  A paper copy will be sent to 
every household, with a freepost envelope for return. Survey questions include, current housing, 
intentions to move or remain, housing needs (not just affordable) plus questions about community led 
housing.  The responses will be scanned and collated, then additional analysis added, e.g. wages, 
affordability etc.  The results are shared with FODDC and the parish council and it is expected to take 
approx. 4 months.  The  response rate ranges from 10 – 75%, depending on how residents identify their 
housing need(includes socially rented housing, shared ownership, or lower market value). 
Community Led housing – residents are able to obtain more information.  For individuals who self-identify 
as having a housing need, GRCC can put a group of people together, to form a legal entity and are 
helped to facilitate the development of their own houses, which can be affordable, open market or both. 
This process has been undertaken by the parish of Longhope who formed a Community Land Trust – 
where the  value of land is capped therefore the affordability of housing is also capped.  If a need is 
identified, GRCC can work with the parish council, obtaining advice from FoDDC and highways to identify 
a development 
Rural exception site policy.  There is normally a development boundary within a community.  This is a 
piece of land outside the development boundary, but permission can be given provided it is wholly or 
partly for affordable housing.  In planning terms the rural exception site has to have some connection with 
the development boundary (e.g. highways).  Within the FoDDC local plan, once a house is built, it can be 
offered to those with a need in Woolaston first and foremost.  If not taken, it is then offered to a hinterland 
parish.   
It is anticipated that the HNS would be issued in approximately two months-time.  Communities often 
worry there will be a large development in the parish, but it usually identifies no more than units on 
average. The percentage of affordable housing within a rural exception site, depends on the local plan 
policy, but could be at least 50%.   
The parish council agreed to GRCC producing a HNS for Woolaston.   

       2020 – B Pond left the meeting 
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5/22 Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 9 December 2021 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
6/22 Matters arising from the minutes. 
 There were none. 
 
7/22 Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk’s report (outlining updates on actions taken since the last meeting) had been circulated to 
Councillors before the meeting.  There were no comments – the report was noted and accepted. 
 

8/22 Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
The Chairman agreed to bring Agenda item 11a forward to enable the Woolaston Memorial Hall (WMH) 
Committee members to address the council.   
Although the Queens Jubilee long Bank Holiday weekend is 2 – 6 June 2022, the WMH committee are 
holding a Jubilee Carnival on 11 June 2022, as families may still be on half term holiday over the bank 
holiday weekend.  The committee are willing to offer resources (tables & chairs etc) if needed and 
suggest that they could provide tables for individuals to join together in a prominent social / focal point 
and encourage residents to conduct their own street / front door step traditional parties if they wished and 
suggested the parish council provide entertainment (e.g. musicians to play the national anthem). The 
WMH committee will erect red, white and blue bunting around the village throughout the whole Jubilee 
period.  They would also like to fly the Union Flag on the village Green and asked whether the council 
would consider purchasing a permanent flagpole to go alongside the WI planter – flags could be flown on 
national days throughout the year.  They will apply for the Jubilee Grant from the FODDC which will 
enable them to add additional items that they otherwise would not be able to afford.  The council agreed 
that the historic event of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend should be marked by the parish / PC – 
there should be a focal point.  A number of options were discussed, and although funds are limited, it was 
agreed that the parish council will look at arranging events and entertainment,  and if necessary recoup 
the expense in next year’s budget.  A separate subcommittee will meet separately to discuss the 
celebration events and report at the next meeting.  Action:  Cllrs Riches, M Greenslade and H 
Greenslade 

2040 – WMH Committee members left the meeting  
 
9/22 Matters for Consideration 

a. Policing Issues.  Cllr H Greenslade suggested the PC speak to the community policing team 
regarding speeding tractors and other vehicles.  Residents with concerns can be trained to use speed 
guns (wearing hi-vis jackets) in a select part of the village and record vehicle registrations.  The clerk will 
contact the PCSO.  Action: Clerk 
b. Highways and Footpaths Issues – Actions of reported defects / new defects.   

i. A kerb outside Rose Cottage (opposite the shop) has been raised and is now a trip hazard for 
pedestrians.  Although it was raised to limit speeding, it now causes a problem.  The clerk will 
contact Highways. Action: Clerk 

ii. Cars are parking across a drop kerb near Netherend Crescent making it difficult for pedestrians 
to cross the road.  The clerk will contact the PCSO.  Action: Clerk 

iii. FWO 56 – leading to Park Hill road.  A ditch has been dug on the Park Hill Road side of the 
stile making it dangerous to climb over.  There is also a long term issue with a Restricted 
Byway FWO21 which leads into FWO 27.  The fingerpost has been removed so it is not clear 
that it is a PROW, and individuals cannot get across the two PROWs as it has been fenced off.  
The Clerk will report these issues to Highways.  Action: Clerk 

c. Maintenance.  Nothing to report. 
d. Churchyard and Cemetery.  The regulations and prices are being reviewed and will be put to the 
parish council at the next meeting in March. 
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The Churchwarden was permitted to address the council.  He thanked the parish council for the work 
they carry out.  A limb has fallen from a tree in the churchyard and he asked for assistance to remove it.  
The Chairman will investigate.  Action:  Chairman The maintenance of the Remembrance Garden 
hedge is completed.  He thanked the council for the grass cutting.  He asked about maintenance of the 
infestation of the walls – Cllr M Greenslade considers that the PC are not obliged to attend to the upkeep.   
Pathways – he asked if they could be cleared as they are becoming slippery.  The plots list is not up to 
date – this is in hand.  He asked whether the proposed new cemetery had been consecrated – the PC 
were informed that it does not need to be consecrated until it is ready to be commissioned – the church 
warden offered to organise this while there is a priest (to be added to the Agenda for the next meeting).  
There has been vandalism at the car park – he suggested CCTV on the church / cemetery gates.  It is 
hoped this is a one off, however the Church Warden will keep the PC informed.  The council are happy 
with their obligations at the church – although the grass cutting is an additional expense, keeping it tidy 
benefits all residents and visitors in the community .  There is still tree work to be carried out, and is an 
ongoing issue.  The clerk will investigate the council obligation regarding maintenance of the wall.  
Action:  Clerk   

2055 – The Churchwarden left the meeting. 
10/22 Financial Matters 

a. Bank Account Balances and Financial Statement at 31 January 2022.  The bank reconciliation which 
was previously circulated to councillors was accepted and approved.  The bank account balances were 
Current account - £14,511 and Deposit account - £2,175.33.   
b. The following invoices were approved for payment: 
 i) Steve Hamblyn  Litter picking Jan 2022      £130.00 

 ii) Merlin Waste Dog Waste bin services Jan 2022   £95.33 

 iii) NEST   WPC & Clerk Pension contribution Jan 2022 (DD) £37.07 

 iv) G Orchard Preece   Clerk Salary (incl exp) Feb 2022     £432.39 

 v) HMRC  Employee income tax (PAYE) Feb 2022   £105.80 

c. The following payments made since the last meeting were noted: 

 i) Steve Hamblyn  Litter picking December 2021  £130.00 

 ii) Merlin Waste Dog Waste bin services December 2021 £95.33 

 iii) NEST WPC & Clerk Pension Contribution Dec 21 (DD)     £37.07 

 iv) G Orchard Preece Clerk Salary & expenses  January 2022  £432.58 

 v) HMRC Employee income tax (PAYE) January 2022 £105.80 

d. Income received since the last meeting was noted 

i) P Blatchly Burial costs   £314.51 

ii) Lloyds Bank Deposit account interest £0.04 

e. To receive and approve the quarterly Budget Monitoring Statement as at 31 Dec 21.  The Budget 

Monitoring statement (previously circulated to councillors) was agreed and accepted.  Cllr Harris commented 

that a large proportion of the budget is spent on emptying dog bins, and consider that this should be revisited.  

It will be added as an agenda item for the next meeting. Action: Clerk 

f. To note the status of Internal Controls and Internal Audit of Accounts.  The clerk reported that the 
Internal Control was carried out by Cllr H Greenslade in Dec 2021, another one is due in March 2022.  The 
internal audit is currently being carried out by a GAPTC appointed, competent and independent auditor; the 
clerk is in the process of preparing further documents as required.   

i. Clerk Workplace Pension.  An issue raised by the Internal Auditor, was the omission of the recording 
of the award of a pension to the Clerk in the minutes. The Clerk is not eligible to be auto enrolled into a 
pension scheme, but the salary level gives the option to ‘opt in’ if she chooses.  Further to discussions 
with the Chairman when the Clerk contract was agreed and signed, the Clerk has “opted in” and 
therefore the council (as an employer) is obliged to pay towards a pension.  Councillors agreed the 
enrolment of the Clerk into the NEST pension scheme and for monthly contributions.   

g. To discuss options for an alternative savings account.  As the only Monmouthshire Building Society 
account available to Parish Councils is a branch based account the Clerk is investigating other options and 
has applied to Unity Trust Bank which is used by other parish councils.  Councillors agreed to open a savings 
account with Unity trust, and the current bank signatories (Cllrs Fairless, Riches and H Greenslade) will be 
signatories on the savings account.  The current interest rate is 0.25%.  Action: Clerk 
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h. To approve transfer of funds to Deposit account for General Reserves.   It was agreed to wait until the 
Unity  Trust Savings account is open to transfer the reserves funds. 
i. To approve Clerk to undertake CiLCA (cost £805).  Councillors agreed that the clerk undertake the 
CiLCA qualification.  £395 to be paid to GAPTC for mentoring and £410 to SLCC on registration.   
j. To review Plusnet Broadband provision for Woolaston Memorial Hall (due to increase to £29 in May 22).  
It was agreed that the broadband service is well used – it is currently £17 plus VAT (total £3.40).  The clerk 
was asked to contact Plusnet and other broadband providers to investigate a better deal.  Action: Clerk  
 

11/22 Correspondence 
A list of correspondence has been circulated to councillors, with the following items highlighted for discussion / 
resolution.  There were no further comments or questions.   
a.  Letter from the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities regarding The Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee 06/01. Addressed at minute 8/22 above.   
 

12/22 Other Matters 
a. Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations - addressed at minute 8/22 above. 
b. Parish Strategic Plan.  Although the council are looking after the parish and continuing to maintain it, they 
intend to look strategically at how the parish could be improved.  The Chairman suggested a plan could be 
completed after or concurrently with the housing survey as there will be data to use.  The process for 
questioning residents was discussed, e.g. what type of survey; open or closed questioning; what the council 
can offer to residents; how to ask them what issues affect them and what they would like to see the parish 
council achieve.  It was suggested that a subcommittee / working group is formed to address items that the 
parish council has an influence over.  There is also need to consider whether residents have an interest in the 
workings of the council or what happens in the parish.  In order to manage residents expectations, the issue of 
transparency with funding was discussed – parishioners are not always aware of what limited funding the 
council has and what the money is spent on, although the information is on the council website and is also 
promulgated at the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed to add a parish council report to Woolaston News 
(next issue May 2022) to include a pie chart of council expenses, with a request for residents for suggestions 
on how they would like the council to move forward.  Action: Clerk / Councillor H Greenslade 
c. To make arrangements for inspecting parish council assets.  The draft list of parish assets was 
previously forwarded to councillors.  Councillors discussed the items on the register to update the list.  The 
Defibrillator belongs to the parish council, and although Councillors check it irregularly,  Cllr H Greenslade 
offered to check it regularly and report any defects to the Clerk.  Action: Cllr H Greenslade  The Clerk will 
investigate whether it is maintained by an external body.  Action: Clerk 
d. To review the Risk Register.  Item carried forward to the next meeting.  Action: Clerk 
e. Bench at end of Reddings Close in disrepair.  This has been reported again to Two Rivers – the seat is 
completely missing   The clerk will write again and ask that they remove it within 28 days, otherwise the parish 
council will arrange disposal and forward the bill to Two Rivers. Action: Clerk 
f. Tractors speeding in the village.  Addressed at Minute 9/22a above.   
  

13/22 To receive and consider any other matters as deemed by the Chairman as urgent. 
a. Flag Pole – the Queens Jubilee Committee will investigate the feasibility and price of the purchase a Flag 
pole.  The Memorial Hall Chairman has offered to look at any planning implications.  Action: Cllrs Riches, M 
Greenslade, H Greenslade 

 
14/22 Date of Next Meeting.  Thursday 10 March 2022.  The dates for the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual 
Parish Council meeting will be agreed at the next parish council meeting. 
 
The Meeting closed at 2140. 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………………………. Date: ………………………………….. 
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