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WOOLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
HELD ON THURSDAY 10 MARCH 2022 AT 8PM 

AT WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 
 

PRESENT: Councillors Mick Fairless, Hannah Greenslade, Mary Greenslade, Terina Riches and Martin Rose 
 
In attendance: Gillian Orchard Preece (Parish Clerk); 1 member of the public. 
 
 
15/22 Apologies for Absence. 
 Cllrs David Harris, Cllr Andy Lord. 
 
16/22 Declarations of Interest. 
 There were none. 
 
17/22 Public Open Forum 

R Heys (Chair of Governors Woolaston Primary School) spoke to inform the parish council of the 
proposal to federate Woolaston Primary School with Tutshill CofE Primary School – to become Forest 
Edge Federation.  The two schools have been operating with a shared a Headteacher and sharing other 
back-office functions since 2020 and look forward to working together towards a shared ethos and 
common vision.  A consultation paper will be sent to the Clerk for distribution to councillors – the 
consultation ends 30 March 2022 and stakeholders are encouraged to provide feedback and comments.  
The Federation will provide the opportunity to streamline and enable focus on education.  The two 
schools will retain their individuality (Tutshill will remain CoE and Woolaston will remain a Community 
School) and their day-to-day working will not change.   
He also asked whether the Parish Council would be able to support the school with a grant to enable 
them to purchase waterproof trousers for key stage 1 children.  He was asked to submit the request in 
writing to the Clerk.   

 
18/22 Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 10 February 2022 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
19/22 Matters arising from the minutes. 
 There were none. 
 
20/22 Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk’s report (outlining updates on actions taken since the last meeting) had been circulated to 
Councillors before the meeting.  Any items requiring discussion are listed separately.  There was a 
discussion regarding the maintenance of the closed churchyard walls, to be discussed further.  The 
Clerk’s report was noted and accepted. 

 
21/22 Matters for Consideration 

a. Policing Issues.  The Clerk has contacted Gloucestershire Constabulary but is still waiting for a 
PCSO to get in contact to discuss speeding in the village. 
b. Highways and Footpaths Issues – Actions of reported defects/new defects.  Previous defects raised 
at the last meeting have been reported.  There is an overgrown privet hedge at Reddings Close.  The 
clerk was asked to write to ask the owner to clear the access as individuals in wheelchairs or with prams 
are unable to pass safely.  Action: Clerk 
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c. Maintenance.  North bound bus shelter at Platts – foliage cover removal. It was resolved to ask S 
Hamblyn to look at both bus shelters and quote for the work required.  Action: Clerk 
d. Churchyard and Cemetery.   

i. The Vice Chairman reported that the regulations and prices will be presented at the next 
meeting.   

ii. Consecration of new Cemetery Land.  It was resolved to wait until Internments are requested 
and for the individual graves be consecrated if required as individuals may not wish to be 
buried in consecrated land.   

iii. Maintenance of Walls.  The parish council noted the parish council’s responsibilities in 
accordance with NALC Local Topic Note (LTN) No 65 regarding maintenance of church walls.  

iv. Tree quotes for the removal of a damaged tree in the churchyard.  It was resolved to ask 
contractors, and to specify exactly what is required, to again submit quotes for the work to the 
two different trees to ensure they both quote for the same work.  Action: Chairman 

v. Green Bin.  The bin is being emptied regularly.  It was resolved that the clerk apply for one new 
green bin licence for the financial year 2022/2023.  Action: Clerk 

 
22/22 Financial Matters 

a. Bank Account Balances and Financial Statement at 28 February 2022.  The bank reconciliation 
which was previously circulated to councillors was accepted and approved.  The bank account balances 
were Current account - £14,511 and Deposit account - £2,175.33.   
b. The following invoices were approved for payment: 

i. Steve Hamblyn  Litter picking Feb 2022      £130.00 

ii. Merlin Waste Dog Waste bin services Feb 2022   £95.33 

iii. NEST   WPC & Clerk Pension contribution Feb 2022 (DD) £37.07 

iv. G Orchard Preece   Clerk Salary (incl exp) Mar 2022     £473.76  

v. HMRC  Employee income tax (PAYE) Mar 2022   £117.60 

vi. GAPTC  Internal Audit fee     £195.00  

vii. GAPTC  Annual Membership subscription   £344.15 

viii. Microsoft  Microsoft 365 Business Basic licence x1  est £47.37 (reduced fee for 

partial refund of unused licence) 

c. The following payments made since the last meeting were noted: 

 i. GAPTC Clerk CiLCA Mentoring £395.00 

d. Income received since the last meeting was noted 

i. P Blatchly Burial costs   £203.12 

ii. Lloyds Bank Deposit account interest £0.02 

iii. HMRC VAT Refund   £883.02 

The clerk reported that the VAT refund was the amount due from FY 2020/2021.  She will apply for the 

refund for 2021/2022 in April.  Action: Clerk 

e. To receive and approve the Internal Audit of Accounts.  The clerk reported that the Internal Audit was 
completed – the report received from GAPTC (previously circulated to councillors) was noted.  The 
recommendations were noted by parish councillors and the Clerk and will be completed over the next 12 
months.   
f. To approve virement of funds from Current Account to Unity Trust Bank Savings account for Reserves 
Fund.  It was resolved to transfer £10,250 to the Unity Trust when the Savings account is open. Action: Clerk 
g. To review provision of dog bins and associated costs.  There are currently 9 bins in the parish, with 
another one to be sited.  The Clerk will contact the owner of the land on station road and ask if he would 
consider siting a dog bin there.  Although there is an expense, it was agreed that none of the bins be removed, 
and the Clerk will ask S Hamblyn to quote for emptying the dog bins on a regular basis as an alternative.  The 
chairman permitted the member of the public to comment – he suggested that it may be an option to combine 
with another parish to try to keep the costs down.  Action: Clerk 
 

23/22 Correspondence 
A list of correspondence has been circulated to councillors, there were no further comments or questions.  
There were no items highlighted for discussion / resolution. 
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24/22 Other Matters 

a. Update on Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – The Vice Chairman reported that the sub-committee 
propose to hold a couple of events to ensure that the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is marked in the parish.  They 
propose a Welcome sign with a planter on the corner of Netherend and A48.  Councillors will provide the 
resources and make the Planter and Welcome Sign, and ‘Commonwood Flowers’ will keep it planted up.  As 
councils were encouraged to ‘plant a tree for jubilee’, they also propose a flowering cherry tree is planted next 
to the sign.  It was agreed to purchase the tree now and plant it straight away to get it established – the 
estimated sum of £35 was approved.  Action: Cllr M Greenslade. Residents will be encouraged to decorate 
their homes and gardens for the weekend.  The proposed timetable of other events is 

• Thursday 2 June – Women’s Institute and Brownies will bake cakes and deliver them to elderly in the 
parish. 

• Friday 3 June – Judging of the decorated Houses and Gardens. 

• Saturday 4 June – Official unveiling of new Welcome Sign and Cherry Tree. Families are encouraged to 
hold a garden or street party or join in with one of the organised ‘Spread out Picnic Areas’ which will be 
located around the village to meet with friends and families.   

b. Parish Strategic Plan.  The draft business plan prepared by the Clerk for the Unity Bank will be a starting 
point for a more detailed plan once parishioners are consulted.  Ongoing.   
c. To review Parish council assets List.  This item was not discussed, it will be added to the agenda of the 
next meeting.  Action: Clerk 
d. To review the Risk Register.  The Risk Assessment was circulated to parish councillors before the 
meeting.  Councillors resolved to accept the Risk Assessment; it will be next reviewed in March 2023.  Action: 
Clerk 
  

25/22 To receive and consider any other matters as deemed by the Chairman as urgent. 
There was none.    

 
26/22 Date of Next Meeting.  The date for the Annual Parish Meeting will be Thursday 21 April 2022.  The Clerk will 
contact the Chairmen / Chairwomen of the WMH and Parish charities.  The next Annual Parish Council meeting will be 
held on Thursday 14 April 2022.   
 
The Meeting closed at 2120. 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………………………. Date: ………………………………….. 
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