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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
Held on Thursday 21st April 2022 at 8.00pm 

in Woolaston Memorial Hall 
 
 
Present: Councillors; Mick Fairless, Hannah Greenslade, Andy Lord, Terina Riches 
 
In attendance: Gillian Orchard Preece (Clerk) 
  0 member of the public 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Martin Rose, Mary Greenslade, David Harris, John 
Anderson (Chairman WMH) and Mary Smart (Smart & Clayton Charities).  
 
      Post Meeting Minute -  Apologies were received                          
            from Cllr Nick Evans, Dist Cllr 
 

2.  Minutes of the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting 
 Copies were provided to those in attendance. 
 
3. Matter arising from the Minutes 
 There were none 
 
4. Publication of the minutes 
 These were agreed as final and formally signed by the Chairman. 
 
5. Previously notified public questions or issues. 
 There were none. 
 
6. Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council (Appendix A) 
 This was read by the clerk who provided an unaudited summary of accounts for the past financial year. 

It was noted that the overall position showed a surplus of £3,809 income over expenditure.  The Debit 
card has arrived, and the signatories now have full banking access.    

 
7. Report of the Chairman to the Parish Council (Appendix B) 
 This was read by the Chairman, who thanked Steve Hamblyn for his hard work keeping the parish free 

from litter.  He also thanked the clerk and parish councillors for their hard work over the past year. 
 
8. Report of the Parish Charities Trustees 
 a. The Mary Smart and Margaret Clayton Charities Woolaston (Appendix C) 

The report was read by the Clerk.  The trustees have indicated that they wish to step down.  They 
hope that the village tradition (dating back to the 17th century, continues.  The clerk will investigate 
the routine for appointing new trustees.   
 

 b. Woolaston Poors Land & Woolaston Woodland Recreation Trust (Appendix D) 
The report was read by the Clerk.  It was pleasing to note that all allotments are being used.   
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9. Report of the Woolaston Memorial Hall and Playing Fields Committee (Appendix E) 
The Memorial Hall Chairman provided a full and detailed report which was read by the Clerk.  It will 
be unfortunate if the grants applied for are not successful and the committee are unable to raise the 
necessary funds to restore the skatepark.   

 
10. Other matters  

There were no other issues raised.   
 
 
The Parish Council Chairman thanked those in attendance, and closed the meeting at 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………. Dated: …………………………………………… 
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Parish Clerk Report to Annual Parish Meeting (2022) 
 
 

Attendance of Members at formal meetings of Council and Planning Committee 2021/2022 

Councillor Maximum Available Attendance 

Mick Fairless 20 18 

Hannah Greenslade 20 16 

Mary Greenslade 20 20 

David Harris 20 12 

Andy Lord 20 16 

Terina Riches 20 20 

Martin Rose 20 20 

 
 
Major items of Receipts & Payments (unaudited) 

Payments Cost Explanation 

Admin Costs 8958 Council running costs, incl clerk salary,  office 
equipment, office costs, audit, broadband 

Cemetery Expenditure 1725 Tree works 

Donations & Subscriptions 419 Annual subscriptions 

Grass Cutting 8855 Annual contract 

Insurance 939  

Litter collection 1565  

Property expenses 1930 Dog bin contract, green bin licence 

 

Receipts Amount Explanation 

Precept 18,605  

Cemetery Income 1243  

Grants Received 0  

Litter collection 894  

VAT Reimbursement 7459 This includes receipts not claimed in previous 
years 

 
 

Overall position 

Payments £24,392 

Receipts £28,202 

Profit for year £3,809 
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Parish Council balance as at 31/03/2022.:    

    
Lloyds Bank Treasurers (Current) Account   13,100.76 

    
     Less unpresented cheques 
     Plus uncleared credits   0.00  

    
Lloyds Bank Business Bank Instant (Deposit)  Account   2,175.37 

    

    
TOTAL    15,276.13 

 

From financial year 2022-2023 the Deposit account will be used to accommodate:  
     a)  Items set aside in reserves to fund repairs to assets and ongoing costs, or for unknown future costs, 

     e.g.   Tree works, defibrillator, office equipment, election costs; and   
     b) Any grant funding received and therefore not parish council monies       
This arrangement will make it  easier to manage the Council's finances and to ensure transparency. 

 
The schedule of the Parish Council Assets totalled £21,622.  This is reduced from the previous financial year 
as assets were adjusted to reflect the assets currently owned by the Parish Council   
 
 
The accounts will form the basis of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return to be submitted to the 
External Auditors by 30 June 2022. 
 
 
 
         Gillian Orchard Preece 
         Clerk / RFO 
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WOOLASTON PARISH COUNCIL  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2022 
 

Whilst the impact of the Covid pandemic is much lessened compared to the 

previous two years things in Woolaston are still not completely back to what 

was normal although it is good to see that Memorial Hall use is steady and that 

local societies are returning to something of their old vigour. 

Even in these different times some things are sadly constant; litter in and 

around the Parish and an increase in the amount of dog waste that is not 

picked up.  Both of these are lamentable and it grieves me that we have anti-

social people in the village who have no feelings for others.  Sadly, the dog 

waste bins which are provided at considerable expense by the Council are 

ignored by many irresponsible dog walkers. 

Our excellent litter picker Steve Hamblyn does a great job and I would like to 

thank him for his efforts. 

Of great concern of late has been the rising cost of the services which we 

provide.  Such things as grass cutting and the maintenance of the Cemetery 

and Churchyard are extremely costly.  The Cemetery and Churchyard are a 

considerable burden on the Parishes finances; in the last two financial years 

the Cemetery and Churchyard cost over £7,000 to maintain and to keep safe.  

These costs are mostly accrued through tree works in the Churchyard which 

we have a statutory obligation to maintain.  It is feared that the Council will 

have to make a sizeable increase in the cemetery fees to partly stem these 

considerable outgoings.  Collection of dog waste is another expensive item 

running to over £1,500 a year and grass cutting at over £8,000 per year. 

We have received our fair share of planning applications this year although 

nothing particularly contentious compared to previous years.  It is sad to see 

that the Methodist Chapel has closed and it will, I am sure, be the subject of 

planning applications in the future. 

The Council pays for the maintenance of the Community Orchard as we feel 

that it is a valuable community resource much enjoyed by Parishioners.  I am 

pleased to say that the Arbourday Trust, which set up the Orchard, has given 
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just over £300 for replacement trees and other works and I thank them for 

that. 

In my report last year I alluded to the disruption caused by the installation of 

internet fibre in the village.  This disruption has mostly ended but, sadly, some 

of the outlying parts of the Parish still have this disruption to come.  

We look forward to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and have already planted a 

Pink Cherry tree in the entrance to the village.  It will ultimately be joined by a 

planter with associated plaque. 

Our Clerk, Gillian, has only been with us for a few months coming as she did 

from a North Somerset parish.  She came with excellent references which have 

proved spot on as she has certainly kept us on our toes.  I would like to thank 

her for her hard work for the Council. 

Finally I would like to thank all of the Councillors for their support and for their 

constant efforts to make Woolaston the great village that it is. 

 

Mick F  April 2022 
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Woolaston Memorial Hall 

Annual Parish Meeting Report April 2022 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I am pleased to report that since we were able to reopen our bookings have rebounded with interest. 

Some classes have been lost but replaced by others and parties are being booked on a regular basis. To 

this end we have introduced an online booking system which is proving to be very useful and efficient. 

The booking secretary’s job was becoming almost full time so a system of booking and invoicing (with 

receipts and reminders and an on line diary) has been a worthwhile investment. To access the system 

one has to go to our website and follow the appropriate links. We were dismayed a few months ago to 

find out that our website had been deleted by the providers. However after some research and a lot 

of hard work we have built a vibrant new website which shows off what we can offer.  

 

As part of our continuing maintenance program (and following some comments by local neighbours) we 

have removed the mixed planting from in front of the two houses by the front entrance. The area was 

cleared by TrunkArb and by a voluntary digger and driver compliments of Gareth Rose. It has been 

seeded and the new grass is beginning to make an appearance. A new beech hedge has also been 

planted which will match our existing hedge (one day!). 

 

The new storage extension has been a real boon, now being fully used and storing more than we could 

ever have done previously.  

 

Path lighting has been installed following a wish by Colin Ball and using some of the money kindly 

donated to us by Colin’s family. We have also commissioned a new external power socket which will be 

used for carnivals and other outside events. And lastly we have invested £700 on new red white and 

blue bunting (including some union flags) for the village jubilee and other events. 

 

Future plans include a Football Club clubhouse and improved changing facilities for female referees and 

lines women. Planning permission has been applied for and a decision is due any time now. The Football 

Club and the Memorial Hall committees have met and agreed how the new building will be funded and 

maintained. Fund raising can begin in earnest once planning permission is approved. Much of the work 

will be undertaken using volunteer craftsmen and labour from the Football Club so that costs can be 

kept as low as possible. 

 

The skate park committee have been busy during the past 12 months and a capital grant application has 

been made to the National Lottery for funding. Whilst no funding applications were made during covid 

it is our understanding that other grants have now been applied for. However, it is realistic to believe 

that the capital grant application, which has many hoops to jump through, may not be successful and if  
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this is the case it is difficult to see just how we will be able to raise the sum needed (£60K). So we 

have decided that, should substantial funding not materialise in the coming months we shall have to 

regretfully pull back from our skatepark ambitions and re-evaluate our priorities. Some money has 

been ringfenced in our accounts and the contribution donated by the Parish Council will, under these 

circumstances, be refunded unless we can agree alternative affordable facilities for the young people 

of Woolaston such as basket ball nets or an outside table tennis table. 

 

Costs and Fund Raising. 

 

One of our biggest expenditures is oil for heating and we are all aware of the dire situation in that 

sector. Prices have doubled and whilst it would be easy for us to say that the hire rates should be 

increased to make up the difference, we are reluctant to do so at the moment. The hall is for the 

community and the community is being hard hit financially. Our current hire rates are reasonable and 

affordable, so we do not want to add to peoples’ stretched budgets. However, we will keep things 

under revue and act if absolutely necessary. 

The hall’s lottery is still contributing to our income and the numbers participating remain fairly steady. 

We always try to encourage more people to join – there have been a number of new families in 

Woolaston in the past 2 or 3 years, so there is an opportunity to boost the figures. 

Our fund raising carnival is to make a welcome return on 11th June (which we are assured will be 

blessed with sunshine as usual!). This will be an opportunity to use our new very large marquee, kindly 

donated by John Hayward and his family. It requires many hands to put up – so stand by your phones 

and await the call!! 

Also making a welcome return is the Farmers’ Market, although quarterly rather than monthly. 

The Woolaston News is still (in these trying times) fully supported by our advertisers and brings in a 

substantial revenue. Our articles editor, Zina Pearce, has stepped back from her role but continues to 

write for us and we are delighted that Andy Morgan-Watts has taken over the editorship. Yvonne 

Thompson is our layout expert and remains doing sterling work. 

 

Our finances remain healthy largely thanks to a number of Covid related government grants. Whilst we 

have a couple of important capital projects to fund, we are still focused of improving the facilities. We 

are currently looking at both acoustics and lighting. Better acoustics will improve hearing at meetings 

such as this and better lighting would mean that some indoor games such as badminton and volleyball 

might be possible.  

 

As usual I would like to pay tribute to the hall committee who continue to find ways to improve our 

facilities and without whom this place would not be what it is today. 

 

John Anderson 

 

 

Chairman 

21/04/2022 



 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MARY SMART AND MARGARET CLAYTON CHARITIES 
WOOLASTON 

 
 
 

Trustees report to the Woolaston Parish Council public meeting held on 21st April 2022   
 
 
Trustees:   Mary Atkins and Gill Claydon 
 
 
Income  18th February  2021 to 17th February 2022 
 

 2021 
 

2022 

Mary Smart 1.00 1.00 

Margaret Clayton - - 

Interest Nat. Savings Bank          1.37 0.02 

Interest Lloyds Bank D/A 0.00 0.00 

 2.37        1.02       

   

   

   

Balance A/C Lloyds Bank        107.15        108.15 

Balance National Savings Bank        191.16        191.18 

   

        298.31        299.33 

   

   

 
 
The owner of the property with a rent charge on the Mary Smart Charity was offered the option of a 
redemption but refused. 
 
A report will be forwarded to the Charity Commissioners in due course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trustees:    ………………………… 
 
 
        …………………………   Date:  20th February  2022 
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WOOLASTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2022 

 
 

Report on the Mary Smart and Margaret Clayton Charity 
 
 
This is a report on behalf of Mary Atkins and Gill Claydon, the Trustees for the 
above charity. 
 
As usual one assumes that most will be more than familiar with the historic 
background of the Charity, so this is the present position. * 
 
The Charity started the last financial year with a balance of £298.31 and finished 
with £299.33. The increase of £1.02 was made up of the £1 levy on Roseville and  
savings interest of £0.02.  
 
As obviously the interest last year was negligible, the Trustees would suggest it 
would a good idea to see if the funds can be moved from the current NS&I 
Investment Account to one with higher interest.  
 
The Trustees would also like to take this opportunity to say that, due to personal 
reasons, they both feel it is time to resign from their position. However, they 
obviously hope that this village tradition, dating back to the seventeenth century, will 
continue for many years to come. 
 
A report will be submitted to the Charity Commissioners. 
 
 
 
* 
[A brief reminder of the aims of the Charity as stated in its current Governing 
Instrument.  The two, now combined, charities were originally set up to provide 
bread for the poor, but in 1971 a new Governing Instruction was sealed by the 
Charity Commissioners changing the Application of Income to the following: 
‘The Trustees shall apply the clear income of the Charity for the relief of poor 
persons resident in the Ancient Parish of Woolaston either in gifts or grants of 
money.  Provided that income shall not be applied directly in relief of rates, taxes or 
other public funds, but may be applied in supplementary relief or assistance to that 
provided out of public funds’.] 
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Woolaston Woodlands Recreation Trust and Woolaston Poors Land 

Annual report to Woolaston Parish Council April 2022 

 

Woolaston Woodlands Trust. 

The trust owns 18 acres of mixed woodland at Parkhill Common and 9 acres of 

open land and woodland at Woolaston Common wood. 

Woolaston Common wood. 

The trees planted last year have suffered from the high growth of the bracken 

which has swamped many of the trees. However there are signs that some of 

the trees are alive and we will have to wait and see how they progress.  

Parkhill Wood. 

There has been nothing to report. 

Poors Lands’  

The fence between the allotments and the grass keep has been replaced. It 

was in very poor condition and there was a risk that animals could break 

through into the allotments. This has been a considerable drain on finances. 

All the allotments are occupied and we still have a waiting list 

Finance. 

End of year balance. 

Woodlands £1,981.80 

Poors Land £ 1,376.95 

 

 


