
Minutes of the Woolaston Parish Council meetnn
Held on Thursday 12  th   September 2019 at 8.00pm in the Memorial Hall  

Present: Councillors; Mick Fairless, Mary Greenslade, Andy Lord, Roger Southee, Terina Riches, 
Martin Rose

In Atendance: Councillor Nick Evans
Ashley Rees (Clerk)
2 members of the public

1. To receive apolonies for absence

Apologies were received and accepted from D Harris

2. To receive Councillors declaratons of interest

The clerk expressed an interest under 7.5(e)

3. Public open forum

A member of the public present commented how neatly the work to the fallen bough at the
cemetery had been carried out.

4. To receive a presentaton from Councillor Nick Evans

Councillor  Evans  introduced himself  and  gave his  contact  details  to  everyone  present.   He
discussed the fact that he had a meeting with the MD of Stagecoach  to discuss the bus services
in the area and asked for thoughts on the service within Woolaston.  Signifcant dissatisfaction
was expressed at the service in the area.

5. To confrm the minutes of the meetnn held on Thursday 11th July 2019

These were signed as a correct record of the meeting.

6. To consider any maters arisinn from the minutes other than on the Anenda

The clerk reported that she had been in contact with the Gloucestershire Lighting Team, who
had confrmed the approximate value of  installing a new street  lamp was £1,500 per light,
dependant on existing cabling.  A surveyor would be sent to asses the site and an update given
at the next meeting.  It was requested that the surveyor assess two further sites within the
village.

Requesting  a  contribution  from Gloucestershire  Highways  towards  Vehicle  Activated  Speed
Signs was still on going.

7. To consider the followinn maters:

7.1 Policinn Issues

There were none.

7.2 Hinhways and Footpaths Issues – Actons of reported/new defects

It was reported that the grit bin at the botom of Sand Tumps had been damaged beyond



repair, it was agreed a new one should be purchased.

It was further requested that the clerk contact Gloucestershire Highways for confrmation
of when the road markings in front of the school will be completed, following the recent
surface dressing works.

7.3 Maintenance

a)       To consider the ofer received to treat the memorial bench

It  was agreed that the ofer would be accepted, the Chairman will  organise the
purchase of the relevant materials.

b)       To decide upon the course of acton required at the community orchard as a result
           of the recent storm damane

It was agreed to approach a local contractor with specialist knowledge of fruit trees
to ask for their advice.

c)        To decide upon the works required to the bench at the entrance to Reddinns
            Close

It  was  agreed  that  the  clerk  would  contact  Two Rivers  to  inform them of  the
dangerous state of the bench and ask what action they intend to take.

d)        To consider what acton needs to be taken to prevent parkinn on the nrass by
            Reddinns Close

It was agreed that the clerk would report the issues to the Street Warden, including
the parking by the Memorial Hall and along Birchwood where vehicles are parking
on the pavement.

e)       To review the frequency of don waste collectons

It  was agreed that the Clerk would again contact the contractor to ask them to
empty the bins on a weekly basis.

7.4 Churchyard and Cemetery

a)       To receive the tree survey and decide upon any required actons.
It was agreed to remove all the trees marked as urgently needing removal, the Clerk
to obtain 3 quotes for the next meeting.  It was noted that all Councillors thought it
was an excellent report.

It was reported to the meeting that several gravestones had been damaged during
the  recent  storm.   The  Chairman  had  been  in  contact  with  the  war  graves
commission who had agreed to repair the damaged war grave.  The clerk will try
and  trace  the  owners  of  the  other  damages  stones  and  request  that  they  are
repaired.

b)        To anree the revised Cemetery Rules and Renulatons
The revised Rules and regulations were explained, and agreed, to commence 1st

October  2019.   The  clerk  will  issue  these  to  local  memorial  masons  and



undertakers who regularly carry out work at the cemetery

c)         To decide upon the fencinn at the new cemetery 
             It was agreed to install estate style fencing and for quotes to be obtained for the
             next meeting, and for the breaks in the existing fencing to be fxed.

7.5 Finance

a) Account balance

This was accepted without question.

b) To approve the followinn payments:

i. Martin Rose   Install x2 dog waste bins - £105.00
ii. Martin Rose   Clear overgrown vegetation - £100.00
iii. Carol Southee   Liter picking - £260.00
iv. Alex van der Heijden   website maintenance - £15.00

The above payments were all approved for payment.

c) To note that the followinn payments have been made since the previous meetnn

i. A Rees   Clerk salary - £481.93
ii. AM Services   Grass Cutting - £1,002.57
iii. A Rees   Clerk salary - £481.93
iv. AM Services   Grass Cutting - £1,002.57
v. Abbey Tree & Hedge Services   works to lime trees on Netherend - £240.00
vi. Henry Bendall   works to trees on Birchwood - £150.00
vii. Henry Bendall   clear storm damaged tree - £280.00
viii. TrunkArb   rough ground failing - £216.00
ix. TrunkArb   rough ground failing - £216.00
x. TrunkArb   make safe damaged tree - £96.00

These were noted.

d) To consider whether the existnn amount of £500.00 emernency expenditure in
the current Financial Renulatons is sufcient

It  was  agreed  that  this  was  sufcient,  but  to  amend  the  wording  under  the
emergency expenditure section to state that the ‘clerk and/or another councillor’ is
authorised to spend should be clerk be unavailable.

e) To review the clerk’s pay in line with the current NALC nuidelines
*The clerk lef  he room*
It  was  agreed  that  the  clerk’s  pay  should  be  increased  in  line  with  the  NALC
guidelines
*The clerk rejoined  he room*

8. Other maters

8.1 To receive the resinnaton of the current website maintenance contractor

It was agreed to ask the two people who had ofered to help the Parish Council to atend
the next meeting to outline what they could do. 



8.2 To further consider a joint venture with the Memorial Hall commitee to celebrate VE
Day in 2020

It was agreed that the Parish Council would agree in principle to cover a portion of any
shortfall  from the  event,  provided  there  was  an  agreement  that  the  Hall  Commitee
would match this and there was a limit on what was spent.  The event will be held on 9 th

May 2020.

9. To receive correspondence

9.1 To receive correspondence from Nick Davey concerninn CitienAid

It was agreed to re-table the idea of frst aid training at the October meeting.

9.2 To  receive  correspondence  from  Publica  concerninn  Tree  Plantnn  Opportunity  and
Riparian Maintenance

It was suggested the clerk should apply to this fund to assist with the cost of replanting
trees in the cemetery and/or rectifying the damaged trees in the community orchard.

10. To consider any other maters as deemed by the Chairman as important

• It was reported to the meeting that the Memorial Hall commitee chairman had agreed
to  marking  disabled  spaces  in  the  car  park.   This  is  to  be  progressed  for  the  next
meeting.

Signed: _________________________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________________


