
Minutes of the Woolaston Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 14  th   February 2019 at 8.00pm in the Memorial Hall  

Present: Councillors; Mick Fairless, Mary Greenslade, David Harris, Andy Lord, Roger Southee, David 
Storrar, Terina Riches

In Attendance: Ashley Rees (Clerk)
1 member of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence

There were none.

2. To receive Councillor’s declaration of interest

D Harris declared an interest under agenda items 7.8 & 7.9

3. Public open forum

The  member  of  the  public  present  commented  how  nice  the  area  round  the  phone  box  was  
currently looking.

4. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 13th December 2018

Councillors had all been informed, and had received a copy, of correspondence received concerning  
the accuracy of the draft minutes published.  The Chairman addressed the main points raised and it  
was unanimously agreed to approve and sign the minutes as a correct record of the meeting, with 
no alterations required.

5. To consider any matters arising from the minutes other than on the agenda

There were none.

6. To consider the following matters:

6.1 Policing Issues

It was reported to the meeting that there had been numerous little silver gas cannisters found  
by the cemetery and also some in the hall car park.  The Clerk will report this to PCSO Jayne.

6.2 Highways and Footpaths Issues

• It was reported to the meeting that Station Road was due to be resurfaced at some 
point between April and July, exact date to be confirmed.

• There is a large pothole by Rock Cottage which needs to be reported
• The  edge  of  the  road  opposite  the  Rising  Sun  is  deteriorating  and  needs  to  be 

reported.
• It was brought to the Council’s attention that there was a small section of road that 

did not have ‘zig-zags’ directly in front of the school.  The Clerk will contact Highways 
to see if this is necessary.

• It was reported that a stile had collapsed, R Southee to confirm exact location and 
report to the relevant person.

6.3 Maintenance



There were no issues reported.

6.4 Churchyard and Cemetery

The Chairman thanked A Lord for his efforts in getting the gate posts put in place.

A further update was given on the small section of land not owned by the Parish Council, it  
was agreed that the Clerk would write to the landowner.

R Southee was still progressing with replacing the holly and beech that had not survived the  
last year.

6.5 Finance

a) Account balance

This was accepted without question

b) To approve the following accounts for payment

i. R Glover – Build and install gate posts - £2,491.20
ii. Merlin Waste – Dog waste bin services - £37.50
iii. Alex van der Heijden – Website maintenance - £15.00
iv. Carol Southee – Litter picking - £130.00

The above accounts were all approved for payment

c) To note that the following payments have been made since the last meeting
i. D Harris – Christmas light electricity - £50.00
ii. Merlin Waste – Dog waste bin services - £47.50
iii. Alex van der Heijden – Website maintenance - £15.00
iv. Green Tech Ltd – Tree Guards - £128.40
v. A Rees – Clerk salary - £481.93

D Harris informed the meeting that it was agreed some of the electricity contribution 
would be donated to a local cause.

7. Other matters

7.1 To receive an update on the TPO for the oak tree on Woolaston Common

It was reported that the TPO had been granted for both the oak and ash trees.

7.2 To receive an update on the community orchard

D Harris confirmed that the rabbit guards had been put in place but that he thought that  
approximately 6 trees had died.  It was suggested, and agreed, that the Council should start  
their meeting in June at the orchard and make a plan for its maintenance.

7.3 To receive an update on the length of hedgerow removed along the A48

The Clerk reported that an enforcement officer had been out, as the hedgerow removed was 
not ancient, no further action would be taken.

7.4 To receive an update on the plaque for the memorial bench



The Clerk apologised for the delay in this but confirmed that it had now been ordered.

7.5 To consider support for a Chepstow bypass

It was agreed to establish who the main group organising support for the bypass was and the  
Clerk would contact them to add the Parish Council’s support.

7.6 To appoint an internal auditor

It was agreed that if the usual internal auditor was unable to carry out the audit, the Clerk 
would use the GAPTC appointed auditor.

7.7 To receive the election timetable and regulations

These had been distributed to all Councillors

7.8 To consider sending cards to all Parishioners turning 100

It was agreed that this is something the Council would continue to do.

7.9 Tree on the village green

It was reported to the meeting that the cherry tree on the village green was dying and would 
need to be removed.  The Clerk to arrange quotes to have it removed.

8. To consider any other matters as deemed by the Chairman as important

It  was reported to the meeting that  an e-mail  had been received from Gloucestershire  County 
Council regarding the provision of first aid training, the Clerk will get more information.

9. Date of next meeting

Thursday 14th March 2019

Signed: _______________________________________________________________________

Date: _______________________________________________________________________


