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Word from the Editor

Woolaston News Summer 2019
If you have an advert or article for next Woolaston News please send it to -

(Articles)  Zina Pearce at -  zpearce_tomenius@hotmail.com
(Adverts)  John Anderson at -  janders55@btinternet.com

For an online version of the Woolaston News please go to:
www.woolastonmh.org.uk    or       www.facebook.com/woolastonmemorialhall

The beautiful cover picture of 
the Kingfisher is by

Clare Lewis.
Please see page 44 & 45 for 
more about Clare’s work.

We hope you love the cover illustration 
this summer edition, created by the ex 
Wooly Clare Lewis. We certainly do, 
so many thanks to Clare for supplying 
the artwork.
As usual you will find this edition 
stuffed full of activity from 
Woolaston’s clubs, organisations and 
institutions. Within these pages you 
will also finding some rather eminent 
Woolies who have made it onto this 
year’s honours list.
From bell ringing to wildings, this 
edition is a veritable circus of delights. 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 

Power or Traditional Sweeping - Installation and 
Repair - Servicing and maintenance - Installation 
of Cowls - Carbon Monoxide Alarms - Weddings 

Attended - Stove Installer 

07801 740516 01594 862976 

Glennthechimneysweep@outlook.com www.glennthechimneysweep.co.uk 

News from your Community Wellbeing Agent
Your local wellbeing agent is RICHARD 
SKINNER, and you can contact him on 
07927 051328  or Email him at  richard.
skinner@fdean.gov.uk  

FOREST SENSORY SERVICES
Forest SS are based in Cinderford at The 
Forge Centre [Tel. 01594 827711]. They 
provide support for people with sight and 
hearing problems. They are now about to 
provide an Outreach Service at SEDBURY 
SPACE. THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE 
10-12 THE LAST TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH. They will be providing practical 
support – retuning and cleaning hearing aids 
and providing batteries. As well as advice 
and support re losing sight and hearing.

MEMORY CAFES
SEDBURY MEMORY CAFÉ meets 
twice a month – the 1st week of the month 

at Sedbury Village Hall, the 3rd week at 
Sedbury Space. Running from 2.00 to 
3.30+ on a Wednesday.
WOOLASTON MEMORY CAFÉ meets 
weekly on Tursdays, 2 -4 at Woolaston 
Village Hall.
MEMORY@TOAST is an informal group 
that meets 11-12 every Tuesday at Toast@
Tutshill.
 
EXERCISE CLASSES
For some months now there have been 
very successful Gentle Exercise Classes 
held in Sedbury Village Hall on Thursdays.
I can vouch for myself how effective they 
have been with various clients.
They are for “all those wanting to 
improve or maintain their strength, fitness 
and overall health incl. for people with 
disabilities, limited mobility or long term 
health conditions.”
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Times are: 12.45-1.30 Seated exercise,  
1.45-2.45 Strength and Balance. Phone: 
01594 812399 or Liz Pearce, 01291 
620306.
 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE CARERS 
SERVICE
From April 1st the provider has changed 
from Gloucestershire Carers/Guidepost 
Trust to ‘PeoplePlus’. The new service will 
be called ‘THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
CARERS HUB’.
Referral  details:  

www.gloucestershirecarershub.co.uk  
Tel. 0300 111 9000.

Enquiries: carers@peopleplus.co.uk

The current emergency number on Carer’s 
emergency cards remains the same; 
providers of Carers Breaks remain the 
same. Services provided include:

• Information, advice and guidance
• Carers assessment and support planning
• Carers Emergency Scheme
• Carers Break
• Hospital Liaison
• Carers emotional support and counselling
•  Peer support and support groups

Update from the Gloucestershire Police
Stalking is one of the most frequently 
experienced forms of abuse and it can 
terrify and destroy the lives of victims. 
Around 1 in 5 women and 1 in 12 men 
have experienced stalking in their lifetime 
in the UK (Suzy Lamplugh Trust 2016).
We’re already running radio adverts and 
had engagement vehicle events planned 
across the county in April to coincide with 
National Stalking Awareness Week (W/C 
8th April). 

For further information please contact 
CommunicationsAndEngagement@

gloucestershire.police.uk

Many villagers have heard of Stroat 
Church or Stroat Mission. We are just 
outside of the village, on the side of the 
A48 heading towards Chepstow.  We have 
had a strong connection with the village 
for many years, and this year we are proud 
to be celebrating 130 years of Christian 
Ministry at Stroat.
It started back in 1889 by the two Morgan 
sisters who bought the plot of land at 
Stroat, and erected a small corrugated 
iron building, that became known as the 
Iron Room.  After several fires and floods, 
we are blessed to have such a brilliant 
multi-use space, in the most marvellous 
of location in God’s creation, overlooking 
fields and out towards the River Severn.
We have a Sunday morning service at 
11am, where we welcome everyone to 
come and worship with us, and to hear 
God’s message.  Our children have their 
own space where they can go, and have fun 
during the service. 
Every Thursday morning during term time, 
we open the doors, to parents and their 
babies and toddlers to come and play, and 
for those that are crafty, on the 2nd Friday 
of the month, we host Create, a time for 
you to bring you craft project along, and 
have the time and space to either finish it, 
or just have a natter over coffee and cake.
At the beginning of this year we have 
started a fortnightly youth group on a 
Friday evenings, where those aged 8+ can 
come play games, socialise and discuss 
various issues and Bible stories.

If you would like more information on any 
of the above then please get in touch info@
stroatchurch.org.uk or 01594 529209, or 
find us on Facebook.
 
 

Stroat Church
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Memorial Hall - News from the Chair
www.woolastonmh.org.uk for information, hall events and online Woolaston News

A couple of years ago I was given (to 
look after) a box containing copies of the 
Woolly News going back to Christmas 
1990. So it was stashed in my cupboard 
and forgotten. Today, struggling to find an 
opening for this piece, I thought I’d have a 
look through at what the hot topics were 10 
and 20 years ago….

1999 (Summer)
Interesting to note that the amount raised 
in that year’s May Day Carnival was “just 
over £2000”. That was a tremendous 
amount 20 years ago – not a lot different 
from our recent events. 
This was the first issue to be professionally 
printed. Up till then David Storrar had 
laboured over his hot photocopier to 
produce all the copies from home – 3500 
double sided sheets per issue!!
Concerns were being raised about the 
future of our post office. Times they 
were a changing, as new methods of 
paying pensions and benefits were being 
introduced. We were being encouraged to 
“use it or lose it”. Still applies, don’t you 
think?

2009 (Summer)
There was a meeting of the Parish Council 
to discuss the implications of Two Rivers 
proposal to demolish two properties in 
Severn View Road and build “a much 
larger number” of affordable homes. 
Concern was raised about parking and then 
there was the added concern of the recent 
planning approval for the development 
beside and behind the shop. The dangerous 
nature of the junction of Netherend and 
Severn View Road was voiced too – 

something which still resonates today!
There was the fun run at the May Day 
Carnival where it was noted that numbers 
were down. Members of the Forest of Dean 
Athletic Club took part and there was also 
mention of a pirate!
The Skatepark gets a mention – fund 
raising to get the project underway had 
begun. I know how they felt!!

So what of the here and now?
Our Friday Film Nights have started. We 
plan to have about 4 per year to start with 
and see what sort of response we get. Our 
first trial run, on Halloween last year, 
was not well attended by adults in the 
evening. Our second film (A Star Is Born) 
in February was a lot better and our third 
(Bohemian Rhapsody) is, at the time of 
writing, going to be packed!! After the film 
the audience is invited to suggest another 
for next time and, barring all the x rated 
requests, we will endeavour to oblige. A 
common comment from film audiences 
was for us to provide more comfortable 
chairs and we are gradually doing so – we 
are now up to 25, but at almost £30 each 
we (like Mr Hammond) will continue to be 
prudent.
The plans for our new store room 
extension have received both planning and 
building control permission so fund raising 
is now underway with applications having 
gone in to several organisations for grants. 
We must also raise money and I hope you 
will all lend us your support in whatever 
way you can. 
In the mean time we have looked at prices 
for extending the car park area and a 
children’s slide both of which seem hugely 



Page 5

expensive. These ideas have therefore been 
shelved for the time being.

We have employed a mole catcher to 
try and keep the football pitch clear of 
molehills. A good number were caught 
until someone decided to dig up and steal 
the traps. The mole catcher duly resigned! 
But that leaves an issue for us to deal with 
because the football club has gone from 
strength to strength this year, the first 
team winning the league whilst the second 
team won the local knockout cup. As a 
team progresses so the quality of the pitch 
comes under scrutiny and this season the 
local Football Association came close to 
banning the use of our field. It would seem 
that in conjunction with the football club 
we are going to have to do some serious 
work to ensure a better quality playing 
surface is provided.
Just beside the football pitch is the 
community orchard and this year the Parish 

Council have given it a bit of a makeover 
by cutting back the grass and brambles and 
replacing the individual fences around the 
trees. Don’t forget to pop down when the 
fruit is available and help yourselves!!
The skatepark saga continues, although 
planning permission is now being sought 
and hopefully, by the time you read this, 
will have been approved. Fund raising for 
this can then begin in earnest.

So, finally, a huge thank you to all our 
committee and volunteers who help to 
keep the wheels turning. We hope that you 
appreciate our efforts and we look forward 
to seeing you at the hall for one of the 
many events and classes that take place 
there each week. If you’d like to join the 
team please get in touch – you’ll be more 
than welcome!

John Anderson

IT’S EASY TO  JOIN—go to www.unitylottery.co.uk Or call 0370 050 9240 
(Remember to choose Woolaston Memorial Hall!!)  Or  call John Anderson 01594 529523 

Win £25,000  
and many other prizes every 
week for as little as £1 per 

week!! 

The Memorial Hall’s  

Fund Raising  
Lottery 
(for the extension) 

50% of all your stake money goes directly into the hall ‘s funds! 
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01594 529893 
07843 688229

enquiries@trunkarb.co.uk • www.trunkarb.co.uk

• Private and local
authority estate
and parkland
management

• Local authority
clearance and
maintenance

• Highways safety
clearance

• Milling and stump
grinding

Professional aborcultural contractors

Fully insured and qualified experts
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Woolaston School News

Woolaston Primary School April 2019
The pupils at Woolaston Primary continue 
to amaze us with their enthusiasm for 
learning and willingness to take on new 
challenges and experiences. They are an 
absolute pleasure to work with and their 
behaviour is always exemplary. We have 
been fortunate to provide the pupils with 
lots of out of class experiences over the 
previous two terms in school such as 
numerous sporting events and the school 
choir also attended the Young Voices 
concert in Birmingham in January which 
was a wonderful experience for everyone 
involved. These activities enable us to 
enhance the curriculum for the pupils and 
the pupils thoroughly enjoy participating 
and meeting children from other schools. 
We have been very successful in a number 
of sporting events we have entered and our 
successes have been detailed below. 

Sporting Achievements
On Friday 29th March, ProStars delivered a 
successful football tournament at the school 
with a total of 15 teams competing. In the 
mixed tournament, 10 teams, split into 
two groups, competed against each other 
with the top two teams from each group 
playing in a final. Woolaston A and Parkend 
won their groups which meant they went 
through to the final. 
 Woolaston A played very well and 
eventually scored a goal to see them win 
the tournament.  On top of the win, Monty 
Jones in year 6 also claimed ‘Goal of the 
Tournament’.  He fired a shot out wide 

from inside his team’s half which crashed 
into the goal off the underside of the 
crossbar! 

Netball
After a dominant display in the Forest of 
Dean finals, the Woolaston A team went to 
Cheltenham to represent the Forest of Dean 
District. The team knew it was going to be 
their toughest competition, playing against the 
top few teams in the whole of Gloucestershire. 
Despite competing well, unfortunately the 
team didn’t manage to continue the success 
they had in the district matches. Nevertheless, 
it was a great achievement to get to represent 
The Forest of Dean and an experience the 
team won’t forget. 
 

Archery
On 29th April a team of pupils represented 
the school in an archery tournament at 
Dean Academy. Thanks to the amazing 
skill and accuracy of our team we won the 
competition and we are now through to the

continued on page 8

Netball Team

Football Team
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continued from page 7
finals at Hartbury College. Another a great 
result for Woolaston Primary! 

Community Work
Pupils from our Eco-council have been 
working with Mrs Clayton to pick litter 
from the around the village. They have 
really enjoyed improving their locality and 
supporting the community of Woolaston to 
keep it tidy and hopefully it helps to send 
a message to others that dropping litter is 
unacceptable. 

Mrs E Gomersall (Acting Head)

Three Weddings have been booked so far 
at Woolaston Memorial Hall with more 
enquiries coming in.
Apart from significant savings on wedding 
costs, the Hall is a bright modern blank 
canvas allowing an imaginative bride and 
groom to create a magical venue.
Some dress the furniture provided, others 
hire in their own tables and chairs to match 
their theme. 

 
Guests relish having private access to the 
outside area where parents can relax with a 
glass of fizz, whilst their children enjoy the 
play area.
Uplighters are available too, for that softer 
evening look.

Hall Hired!

The bride often books the Hall for a Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday allowing plenty of 
time for setting up, enjoying the special 
day and tidying up.
Of course, the Hall is frequently hired 
for many other reasons including family 
parties, quiz nights, luncheons, dances, 
wine tasting, drama practice, make up 
lessons, chocolate making demos and even 
doggy dancing!
People are making use of the great audio 
system by playing music from their 
phones and some are beginning to use the 
projector and screen for presentations and 
short documentary films.
The first batch of comfortable cushioned 
chairs are much appreciated, and the 
number will increase as more batches are 
purchased over time.
Our regular weekly groups and classes 
continue to flourish and always welcome 
new people.  Check out the list and contact 
details.
If you would like to set up your own 
regular group/class, we offer a very 
reasonable reduced rate for this.

For all bookings contact:  Sue Anderson      
bookings@woolastonmh.org.uk 

 01594 529523
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REGULAR WEEKLY GROUPS AT WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL 

Want to set up a Regular Group?  We offer reduced rates for 
regular groups. 

Contact Sue Anderson     bookings@woolastonmh.org.uk          
01594 529523 

Day What’s On? When? About Contact details 
 
 
 
 
MON 

 
Rebound 

9:15 – 10:15 

 

 

Silver 
Steps/Active 
Balance 

10:45 – 12:15  01594 812447 
Email: vickie.head@fdean.gov.uk 

11 Plus Tuition 3.45 – 5.30  
(Starts Sept 2nd 
2019) 

–

 
Yoga 

7:30 – 9:00 
 sianrule@gmail.com 

 
 
Craft Group 

1st & 3rd Monday 
1:30 – 3:30 

 

 

 
 
TUES 

 
Painting & 
Drawing  

Term Time 
10:00 – 12:00 

 

 

 
Women’s 
Institute 

Monthly on 3rd 
Tuesday 
7:30 – 9:30 

 
 

WED Guides Term time 
7:00 – 8:30   

 
THURS 

 
Zumba 

Term time  
10:00 – 11:00 

  
Zumba 

Sometimes during 
School Holidays 
10:00 – 11:00 

Continued fun and fitness. 
Leader’s private classes. 
Dates to confirm with Leader. Michelle: 

 Woolaston 
Memory Group 

2:00 – 4:00 
 

  
Brownies 

6:00 – 7:30 

 Parish Council 
Meetings 

Monthly on 2nd 
Tuesday 
 Starts at 8:00 pm. 

 
Serving the Community

Ashley Rees Tel: 01291 620137 
Parish.Clerk@woolaston.org.uk 

FRI Forest Swing 
Jazz Band 

Fortnightly on a 
Friday 
1:00 – 3:00 

 
A joyous experience to listen to 
this band practise. 

 
Email:    Tony 
forestswingband@gmail.com 

 
SAT  

Farmers’ Market 
3rd Saturday of 
each month 
10:00 – 1:00 

Free entry. 
Wide range of high-quality produce for 
sale for you to enjoy. 

Email Sue Anderson: 
bookings@woolastonmh.org.uk 

  
Woolaston 
Football Club 

Saturday 
afternoons during 
the football season. 

New Players Welcome!  The club runs 
two teams and play in the Glos 
Northern Senior League Div 2 and 
North Glos League Div 1 

Martin Rose; 
07789 934452 
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Our village school has 
been awarded Five Star 
Gardening School Status by 
gardening charity the RHS. 
This is the UK’s highest 
school gardening accolade, 
so it’s a great achievement!

To receive Level Five 
Certification, schools have 
to demonstrate that their 
garden is used as a valuable 
learning resource, and 
achieve five core goals:
1. Pupils can talk 

enthusiastically about the garden, 
informing others of the plants growing 
and any projects or activities. 

2. The school shares the garden with 
others in the local community through 
open days, sales and events.

3. Pupils can pass on gardening skills to 
others in the school or group.

4. The school is prepared to offer 
gardening skills to the local 
community to help with projects or 
gardening needs.

5. The school uses the garden as much as 
it can, the garden has a future.

 
The entry process involved sharing photos 
and information about community events 
linked to the school garden. Judges were 
very impressed with the two ‘Soup Shares’ 
organised by the school gardening club, 
and attended by WAGS and Woolaston WI.
 
Helen Price, gardening club leader, is 
delighted with the achievement and says 
the support of parents, grandparents and 
other volunteers have all helped gardening 
take off at the school.

 
“So much team effort has gone into making 
the garden work, from clearing brambles 
to digging new plots, applying for grants 
to putting up polytunnels, watering in the 
school holidays to running activities at the 
weekly gardening club,” Helen explains. 
“It’s been a pleasure to see so many people 
getting involved. We couldn’t provide 
all of these opportunities for our pupils 
without all the additional help we receive.”

The prize includes outdoor and indoor 
certificates, £200 in gardening vouchers 
and the official title RHS Five Star 
Gardening School.
 
Helen says the win has given pupils, 
teachers and volunteers a real boost, 
and there are plans to grow more veg 
than ever this year to provide the school 
kitchen with freshly picked fruit, veg and 
salad at lunchtimes. She also hopes that 
the gardening club can get involved with 
community garden projects, brightening up 
different areas of the village.

Mary Hamblyn

An R.H.S .Five Star Gardening School
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Landscaping     Walling      Restoration

Stonescapes
building on the beauty of natural stone

Peter Rogers
Telephone:   01594 528109

Smallbrook   Alvington   Lydney   GL15 6AE
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                            Tell people you saw them in Chepstow Matters! 1

Ian Watts & Son Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors 

Est 1968

   01291 420972 • 07947 847277 
07977 092935

joannehume@icloud.com 
www.ianwattsandson.com 

• 24 Hour Personalised Service 
• Free home visits • No unnecessary costs 

• Free friendly advice and assistance with a wide 
range of funeral grants • Helping Families in all 

areas • Male & Female Funeral Directors
• Huge range of memorials • Funeral Plans

“Respect & Dignity are at the 
heart of everything we do”
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YOUR Community
ALERTS Gloucestershire

Sign up today for local news and alerts in 
your community.

www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk

By registering today you will receive news 
and appeals, local crime information and 
crime prevention advice - directly to you.

Registering with us is completely  
free. 

It will also help your local policing 
teams better police your  
neighbourhood.

Green Woolaston - Sue & Andrew’s Story
purpose business, helping to build resilience 
in society in response to climate change 
and natural resource limits. Andrew is a 
forester born and bred who can trace some 
of his family back 500 years without going 
further than Newland. Sue is from Yorkshire 
originally, but has lived here for over 20 
years. 

They met in Wolverhampton studying 
environmental science. Back then, at least 
for Sue, it was not about global issues, she 
simply loved the environment and ecology.  
Further study in Cranfield, Edinburgh and 
then careers with environmental regulators, 
led onto roles consulting on environmental 
solutions for major companies and the 
UK government. It was a great time to be 
involved, back in the 1980’s environmental 
regulation was in its infancy and there 
was a lot that needed to be done to help 
form the environmental laws we have 
today. The global state of the environment 

It’s not always easy being green, but in a 
year where a 16 year old girl has achieved 
audiences with world leaders to discuss 
the plight of the planet, even the little old 
Wooly News felt it was time for a change.  

So here’s our new green section. Every issue 
we’ll feature something ecological, so whether 
you care about wild flowers, bees or sustainable 
industries, we would love to hear from you.

This is the human story behind a variety of 
renewable energy solutions that now help 
to power our village and the surrounding 
area. The most obvious of which are the 
wind turbines in St Briavels and Alvington. 
Wind turbines can be contentious, and 
have been for me personally in the past, 
so interviewing our local community wind 
energy pioneers was an interesting one.

Andrew and Sue are the Woolaston couple 
behind The Resilience Centre, a social 
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was also becoming of more concern, Sue 
explains, and the more you come to know 
about environmental issues, the harder it 
is not to do something to make a positive 
difference.

With a young family, the careers 
inevitably changed. Sue became a 
freelance environmental correspondent 
so she could work more flexibly and be 
at home for their three sons. The pair also 
became involved at the early stages of 
the Transition Towns movement (https://
transitionnetwork.org), a community led 
initiative engaging people all over the 
world in the transition to a lower carbon 
economy, and in a way in which local 
communities can thrive.
They are practical folk and realised that 
practical examples were needed to engage 
more broadly. They love the Forest of 
Dean and knew their home turf would be 
a good place to start. Without funding, 
with a clear commitment to 
a social purpose, and with a 
good deal of personal risk, 
The Resilience Centre was 
founded. 

Over the last ten years, their small but 
growing team, has worked both alone 
and with others (e.g. local landowners 
and businesses) to bring forward 
hydroelectric, solar, biomass and wind 
turbine solutions. With their combined 
expertise, including in environmental 
planning and impact assessments, 
they were able to do a lot of the work 
in house, calling on their network of 
expert contacts as and when required. 
As national policy supported renewable 
energy more, they realised there was a 
window of opportunity for community 
owned renewable energy, a relatively new 
area at that time. They established the 
Resilient Energy community model and 
working with St Briavels farmer, Anthony 
Cooke, they built the first crowd-funded 
community wind turbine in 2012, raising 

£1.5 million to help realise their approved 
wind turbine in St Briavels. 

Other projects include a waste wood bio 
mass project that now recycles clean 
wood waste producing electricity and 
heat, a second community wind turbine 
in Alvington, and two more in Stroud 
district, as well as a hydro electric project 
in Lydney for Mid Counties Coop. 

Their Resilient Energy model was a 
blueprint for others, so that combined with 
their focus on maximising public social, 
environmental and local economic benefits 
led to The Resilience Centre winning 
both a UK & European award for the best 
community renewable energy initiative 
in north west Europe. Andrew laughs, as 
he remembers the absolute surprise at the 
recognition - it was not something they had 
applied for or even considered. 

The Resilient Energy model 
has since been further 
improved as all projects are 
now owned and operated 
by community benefit 
societies, with development 

finance raised through community share 
subscriptions, many of them local. This 
structure yields greater community benefits 
in the long term and full community 
ownership through equity, whilst also 
predicting a modest members interest to 
society members. The St Briavels turbine 
project has recently joined the Alvington 
turbine community benefit society, and 
local people will have a further opportunity 
to get involved through a further share 
offer in the coming months.

Overall, Sue says the local turbines have 
received good and increasing support. She 
acknowledges not everyone likes wind 
turbines, but explains that they are the 
cheapest form of energy generation, and 
when sited well have minimal

Continued on page 16

Without funding, with a 
clear commitment to a 

social purpose, and with a 
good deal of personal risk, 
The Resilience Centre was 

founded. 
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 Continued from page 15
environmental impact. Sue is pleased 
to see a strong local supporters network 
established, and feels they are seen as a 
positive symbol of hope for the future and 
evidence that a move away from fossil 
fuels can and is being achieved. 

The community benefit societies Sue and 
Andrew run have also given out over 
£100,000 in grants to the local community 
from a direct share in the income from 
the turbines. The funds have supported 
a whole range of projects building 
community resilience. Grant 
recipients include a bee 
project, school equipment 
(including for Woolaston 
School), a rocket digester 
which recycles waste food 
and funding for local hospital 
equipment. Funding has also 
been provided to progress plans for a new 
community hall and sports pavilion in 
Alvington and repairs to other community 
owned facilities locally, as well as 
environmental initiatives. 

Longer term, as the turbine projects 
generate additional surplus income, 
secondary community funds are planned, 
with one of the aims to help reduce fuel 
poverty in the GL15 area. 

If you have a project idea that will 
strengthen the local community and needs 
a helping hand, you may be eligible to 
apply for a community resilience grant. 
You can find out more about the funding 
criteria and access an application form for 
the two local funds at www.resilientenergy.
co.uk/REACR (benefitting Alvington, 
Aylburton and environs) or www.
resilientenergy.co.uk/REGD (benefitting St 
Briavels and environs).

So what’s next for Sue and Andrew? A 
number of barriers for progressing further 
renewable energy projects now exist under 

current government policy. This has meant 
that other planned community projects 
are currently unable to progress. The 
Resilience Centre remains hopeful that this 
situation will change. 

In the meantime it has increased its focus 
on another area of its work - sustainable 
land management. It’s Resilient Woodlands 
initiative has already started to bring local 
woodlands back into active sustainable 
management (through coppicing) for 
biodiversity benefit, and it aims to create 
another self sustaining and replicable 

model, partnering with 
local woodland owners to 
replicate it. They are in the 
process of building a round 
wood timber framed barn for 
drying wood, and as a coppice 
wood workshop and they are 
providing apprenticeships in 

woodland management. Eco cabins are 
also planned in the near future. 

Sue tells us that if we asked Greta 
Thunberg, David Attenborough, Jonathon 
Porrit or the majority of environmental 
scientists, that they would stress that 
climate change is coming whether we 
like it or not, and that we urgently need to 
respond to avert the worst effects without 
delay. She reminds us that we need to 
reduce the energy we use, and apply this to 
our lifestyle choices. 

So as a recycling, electric car buying 
local who once took issue with a turbine 
plan, where did my meeting with Sue and 
Andrew leave me? 
Well change is hard isn’t it? It’s easy to 
write off those who don’t agree with a 
green initiative as heathens. It’s so simple 
to write off organisations as just after the 
profit. 
What my time with Sue and Andrew 
showed me is that behind this story you 
will find local people simply trying to do 
the right thing.                                Editor 

Funding has also been 
provided to progress plans 
for a new community hall 

and sports pavilion in 
Alvington and repairs to 
other community owned 
facilities locally, as well as 
environmental initiatives. 
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The Old School, Viney Hill, Lydney, Glos. GL15 4ND 

Physiotherapy, Pilates, 
Chiropody, Podiatry, Massage, 

Acupuncture, Counselling, 
Allergy and Nutritional Therapy, Yoga 

 

For all your aches and pains, sports injuries, arthritis, back pain, whiplash, 
joint or muscle pain, etc 

01594 516810 
www.vineyhallphysio.co.uk 
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1st Woolaston Brownies

We meet at the 

memorial Hall on 

Thursday evenings 

6.00pm to 7.30pm 

and is for girls age 

7yrs to 10yrs.

A whole year on, and Wild Woolaston 
continues to provide a host of indoor and 
outdoor adventure activities to the children 
of Woolaston and the surrounding villages. 
We still have 35 Wildlings attending on 

The Wildings continue to roar!
a regular basis, always happy to brave 
the cold, the dark and the rain, which 
epitomises ‘The Spirit of the Wildling’.
As a rule the Wildlings are split into two 
groups, years 3 & 4 in the younger group 
and years 5 plus in the older, occasionally 
coming together to share their experiences 
and exercise their leadership skills.
The Wildlings have been very busy this 
term, honing their problem-solving skills, 
practising yoga, indoor climbing, survival 
swimming, navigation, team building and 
leadership practice.  More recently they 
completed the National Navigator Award 
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During the Spring Term the girls worked 
towards a ‘Guiding’ Into Engineering 
Badge doing STEM activities designed 
by Amey Engineering. The aim was to 
show girls that a woman in engineering 
is not a strange concept and to hopefully 
encourage more girls to grow up believing 
that it is accessible to them. They had great 
fun designing and building bridges, safety 
signs, and environment and the community 
using straws, sweets, batteries and eggs 
etc..

We joined all units in South Forest 
Division for our Thinking Day Event and 
worked on and completed Skills Builders 
3 Take Action Make Change doing fun 
activities to show how they can make 
change in their own lives and the lives of 
others.

The girls enjoyed an evening with Little 
Miss Hits a fun introduction to Tennis 
using equipment donated to our Division 
by Judy Murray.

For mothers day they learned to use 
hammer and nails to make mums a plaque 
with a heart design and painted wooden 
rabbits for Easter.

We are now looking forward to a trip to 
the Three Counties Show, Summer Camp 
and a trip to the seaside with the rest of our 
Division and a sponsored walk.

New girls are welcome aged 7yrs to 10yrs 
contact detail are below.

Anita Mott   01594529469     
07546977398

anitamott1@hotmail.com
Hannah Greenslade  07432044278

Register your daughter online
www.girlguiding.org.uk

Anita Mott 1st Woolaston Brownies.

Scheme, Bronze Award and have built bug 
hotels and bird boxes.  On the last count, 
Woolaston now has an additional 32 Bird 
Boxes attracting more bird life into their 
gardens. 
Our aim for the coming year is to purchase 
a minibus and a box trailer to give us 
the flexibility we need to get out into the 
countryside. This year’s summer camp will 
be taking place in the Brecon Beacons, 
where we will be exploring the Taff Trail 
on foot and mountain bike. 
Wild Woolaston would like to offer a 
special thanks to all the local businesses 
and families who have made donations, to 
the Ghurkha Restaurant & Bar for hosting 

our Xmas Party, the Rising Sun for our 
First Birthday celebration ceremony, the 
Netherend Inn for their continued support 
and the bonfire night fund raiser, and to 
Netherend Dairy for donating butter which 
we continue to use!  Without this constant 
support in helping raise funds we would 
not be able to move forward and plan more 
adventures for the Wildlings.
We are so very grateful for your generosity 
and continued support.  Last but certainly 
not least, we must say a huge thank you to 
all our helpers/leaders:  Margaux Lambert, 
Georgina Harris, Kate Rose, Lucy Tustain, 
Emily Watts, Steve Woodley, Andrew 
Clarke and Karl Watts.
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HEATING & PLUMBING
We are proud to offer over 25 years experience in Heating & Plumbing industry

Quality work
comes as standard

Why not check out our web site to see what services we can offer you.

www.baileyheatingplumbing.co.uk
Email paul@baileyheatingplumbing.co.uk

Phone/Fax 01594 842777 or Mobile 07770 571 886 
 

Unit 10 Aylburton Business Park, Stockwell Lane, Gl15 6ST

safe
GAS TM

OFTEC

RICHARD CLARK - WATSON
RIGHT ON TIME

ad horam compositam

01594 529492
07876 615311

Oak Crescent, Woolaston

WATCH SERVICES
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We are currently looking for players to 
play in our Saturday League matches.

We play on Alvington playing field. Match-
es start at 13.30 on Saturdays. Additionally 
there is a T20 cricket match on Alvington 
playing field at 13.00 on Sunday 30th 
June with present and past players as part 
of a village event to raise funds for a new 
pavilion.

Younger players are especially welcome as 
we want to secure the future of the club.

Alvington & Woolaston Cricket Club

Easy Summer Tart Recipe 

If you are interested in playing  please 
contact  

Nick Powell on   07581 551852
or 

Roger Wakefield on 07786 431030.

You can also visit us on our
Facebook page .

This recipe was demonstrated by John 
Torode (Masterchef Judge) at the Malvern 
Spring Festival. He made it look easy of 
course. It only has two ingredients for the 
pastry base, equal weights of flour (he said 
any flour will work) and plain yoghurt, 
simply mixed into a soft dough.

(To make a pizza base size tart -base)
250g plain yoghurt (non-dairy also works)
250g Flour

(Topping)
approx 6-8 rashers of streaky bacon (cut 
into shorter lengths)
2-3 banana shallots (thinly sliced
Creme fraiche (approx 3-4 tablespoons)

Mix the yoghurt (or y‘oh’gurt as John 
Torode insisted it should be called) into 
a soft dough. Roll out on a floured board 
to resemble a pizza base. Put it onto a 
baking sheet and in the oven at 200c for 10 
minutes. 

Prepare the bacon by cutting each rasher 
crosswise into several pieces. Chop the 
shallots finely. After 10 minutes remove 
the tart base from the oven and turn it over. 
Spread the creme fraiche over the pastry 
base, sprinkle the chopped shallots evenly 
over and distribute the bacon pieces over 
the shallots.

Bake for a further 10-15 minutes (until the 
pastry is golden brown and the bacon is 
sizzling. Serve with a simple green salad.

Bacon & Shallot Tart
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The Bell Ringers
You may recall from our last article in the 
Christmas edition of the Wooly News that 
we planned to take part in the national 
commemoration of the Centenary of the 
Armistice on 11th November, 2018.  On 
the preceding Saturday, 3rd November, the 
Alvington band of bellringers contributed 
to “A tribute to the WWI fallen of Woo-
laston, Alvington and Aylburton” in St 
Andrew’s Church, Alvington.  The evening 
featured WWI poems and readings, the 
Forest of Dean Male Voice Choir and 
Take Six.  Before the concert, we rang the 
Alvington bells “half-muffled”, providing 
a haunting background to the dark church-
yard where 39 rough wooden crosses – one 

for each of the fallen - were illuminated by 
flickering candlelight.
 On November 11th, 2018, we rang the 
bells “half-muffled” before the 11am Act 
of Remembrance. Then at 12.30pm, to 
coincide with the march past the Cenotaph 
in London, we rang “open” bells (i.e. with 
the sound-dampening muffles removed).  
That evening, you may have heard us 
ringing again from 7pm as a background to 
the lighting of beacons all over the country, 
including a beacon at Alvington.
We rang in the New Year at Alvington – 
the first time that has been done for many 
years.  We hope that we didn’t disturb too 
many people’s sleep, but there were plenty 
of fireworks going off at the same time!
In between such special occasions, we 
have continued practising on Wednesday 

April saw an important 
announcement regarding our Phone 
Box:
“Notice is hereby given that 
Woolaston Telephone Box has 
been granted permission to be 
used for marriages.  Any couple 
wishing to book this venue for their 
marriage should email: bookings@
woolastonmh.org.uk
N.B:   The public must have 
unrestricted access to this building 
during any marriage ceremony in 
case they have a legal objection!”

This notice reached 5,346 people 
via Facebook and was shared many 
times with much amusement.
There was an enquiry about placing 

Telephone Box
this notice in a certain Wedding 
Magazine.  We didn’t have the heart 
to say it was an April Fool joke.
Thanks goes to Sally and Keith 
James for this brilliant April Fool 
idea.

Sue Anderson
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afternoons, ringing 
for Sunday services at 
Alvington, participat-
ing in other bellringing 
events in the Forest 
and generally enjoying 
ourselves!  
 
On Thursday, 18th 
April, Alvington 
joined with hundreds 
of other churches and 
cathedrals across the 
country to ring the 
bells at 7pm for Notre 
Dame.

Anne Wickham 

Greetings TO YOUR HOME
YOUR LOCAL SUPPLIER OF GREETING

CARDS DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR.

FORGOTTEN THAT CARD!

NO PROBLEM!

IT CAN BE WITH YOU
IN LESS THAN A DAY

THE SERVICE IS IDEAL FOR THE 
HOUSEBOUND OR THE DISABLED,

PEOPLE WITH TRANSPORT ISSUES, 
PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE WHO WORK

FROM HOME OR FOR THE BUSY 
FAMILY HOUSEHOLD

ALL OCCASIONS ARE IN STOCK, WITH
OVER 8000 DIFFERENT DESIGNS.

LOCAL ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
AND HANDMADE CARDS ARE ALSO

AVAILABLE

CHRISTMAS CARDS, CALENDARS,
GIFT WRAP/BAGS AND TAGS

Greetingstoyourhome@talktalk.net
Tel 07948031255 or

facebook @greetingstoyourhome
  

 



 

• Free Estimates 
• Collection  & Delivery 
• Fast & reliable Service 

We offer a full range of motoring services and auto repair from MOT 
testing, tyres, exhausts, brakes and batteries to full servicing. Talk to us 
to arrange competitive bodywork repairs and quotes. Call us now for... 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you at our 

GURKHA 
RESTAURANT & BAR 

Indulge in Authentic and Freshly Prepared Nepalese Cuisine 

WOOLASTON INN 
COME AS A GUEST - LEAVE AS A FRIEND 

 

Open 7 days a week. 
Lunch  12.00—2pm, Dinner  5—10.30pm 

 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

01594 529222    

Email—info@woolastoninn.co.uk 

Website www.woolastoninn.co.uk 

Bed and Breakfast, 

Birthdays and Family Parties 

Takeaways—10% Discount!! 
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Woolaston Guides 
have been finding 
their way around the 
new Girl Guiding 
Program / syllabus. 
So far they have 
focused on the ‘Have 
Adventures’ section, 
this earned them two 
Skills Builder badges 
called Camp and 
Explore. They are 
also working towards 
their Geocaching 
and outdoor 
cooking interest 
badges.  Within 

Woolaston Guides.
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our weekly meetings they have filtered 
muddy water experimenting with different 
filter materials, practiced knots and built 
miniature camp gadgets, and made a 
sextant and learnt how it would be used at 
sea.

We attended the Remembrance Day service 
at Alvington Church and three Guides 
carried and escorted the Union Flag at the 
100 year Remembrance concert held the 
week before.

This term the Guides are working on 
Skills Builder badges from the ‘Be Well’ 
section this includes First Aid and Healthy 
Lifestyles. They have been learning how to 
treat burns, talking about healthy foods and 
making a TV advert to promote exercise 
and keeping fit.

We are very pleased that one of our older 
Guides has been selected to represent the 
Forest of Dean on a trip to Switzerland 
next February with Gloucestershire Girl 
Guiding. She will be holding fundraising 
events and making things to take or sell, I 
will tell you more in my next report.

To celebrate Thinking Day (22nd Feb, an 
international day to recognise international 
Guiding) we had a Division activity 
afternoon held in Lydney, for all Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Senior Section 
from the South of the Forest of Dean. We 
talked and learnt about climate change 
and how people in other countries have 
different lifestyle and problems to here in 
the UK. They played games, made crafts 
and completed activities that made them 
think about how to help others and make 
changes for the planet.

Also in February, we had a Division trip to 
Cinderford cinema to watch ‘The Return of 

Mary Poppins’ we hired the entire Cinema 
screen for all sections of Guiding to attend. 
There were 100 excited people filtering 
out of the cinema at the end, all proudly 
dressed in their uniforms.

Two of our girls have earned their 
Mixology interest badge, they were 
required to host a Mocktail Party at 
home, including preparing 3 different 
non-alcoholic cocktails, make a poster of 
the recipes and to make some homemade 
snacks to eat.

We are looking forwards to a fun summer 
of activities and a weeklong camp at 
Cowley, our County Guide Headquarters.

Our numbers are steadily growing however 
we still have some spaces in our unit, 
we would welcome any new girls aged 
10 to 14years, they do not necessarily 
need to have been a member of the Guide 
Movement before, why not join as a group 
of friends altogether?
We meet at Woolaston Memorial Hall on 
Wednesday evenings at 7.00pm to 8.30pm. 
Our subs are £30 per term (3 times a 
year). As we are a voluntary organisation, 
these subs only cover rent, materials 
and insurance which is excellent value 
compared to some other clubs.
In the past we have had camps and indoor 
holidays, narrow boat weekends and Big 
Gig events (a pop concert exclusively for 
Guides). 

For more information contact:

Karen Bennett.  
Home: 01989 568949     
Mobile: 07846231699      

Email: jasonbennett568@btinternet.com
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Horoscopes with Cosmic Colin*  Wooly News Trainee Astrologer

*Colin has been battling with a combination of a faulty typewriter ribbon and
his own lascivious springtime yearnings, so apologises for the unfinished

sentences and occasionally

Capricorn Dec 22nd-Jan 19th
Now is a great time to book a last minute 
getaway. Have you considered going au 
naturel? You’ll find it very liberating, not 
to mention the benefits of air circulation. 
Perhaps invite some of your friends along. 
Don’t be shocked by the enthusiasm of 
Taureans for this particular holiday choice. 

Aquarius Jan 20th – Feb 18th
As you have become the de facto VIP 
contact for our area, it falls to you to make 
the arrangements for a celebrity to turn on 
the Christmas lights this year. The choice 
is yours. On a different matter, have you 
got any potential VIPs available for a 
significant birthday in September?

Pisces Feb 19th – Mar 20th
You might think that nothing special ever 
happens to you. But that’s not true. What 
about that thing? You know, last week. 
It could happen again very soon. Lucky 
you! According to the interaction between 
Venus and Uranus next week, you will 
have feelings of…

Aries Mar 21st – Apr 19th
Aries, to be honest, there are so many ways 
in which this could pan out. The issue 
with the trainers, it is hard to read. After 
consulting the stars last night (at length), 
it looks most likely to be blue laces. They 
are slightly shorter and therefore less 
hazardous. 

Taurus Apr 20th –May 20th
You have always considered yourself to 

be well. Endowed with fortune and charm 
some would say. And they would be right. 
Use it wisely but sparingly this week, you 
don’t want your charm to run out too soon. 
A word of warning, mind the…

Gemini May 21st - June 20th
The word is you are the missing twin so 
carry on waving your wand.

Cancer Jun 21st – Jul 22nd 
That health kick has done you the world 
of good. But you can now allow a little 
of the things you have forgone. Like 
meat. Popsicle, lollies and sweet items 
are OK for a while too. Following that, 
there is also the option of taking it further 
at a health retreat. Maybe hook up with 
some Capricorn friends in a tent. Pole or 
airbeam? That is the question. 

Leo Jul 23rd – Aug 22nd
Lately you have been full of joy. Stick to 
this feeling for the foreseeable future, and 
you won’t go wrong. Saturdays will be 
particularly bountiful because…

Virgo Aug 23rd – Sep 22nd
Singing will become your passion over 
the next few weeks. It is very therapeutic 
and will help with your emotional issues. 
Remember to rest your throat from 
time to time as it can be hard on the old 
tonsil. Tickler and croaker will make an 
appearance otherwise.
 
Libra Sep 23rd – Oct 22nd
That naughty Spanish gentleman from 
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Beanhill Farm B & B 
Offers a warm and friendly 

home from home welcome in 
beautiful surroundings. 

Comfortable rooms with tea 
and coffee available.  

Full breakfast menu to suit 
all appetites 

Contact Judy Taylor on 
01594 528143 

last summer, he turned out to be a big 
Italian. Salami here, gelato there, all 
things Mediterranean. Including the tan. 
Just make sure you use the appropriate 
strength cream. The puzzle remains, why 
did he pretend to be Spanish? If you can 
find the answer to this riddle, you can use 
this information to help your Capricorn 
and Cancerian friends, who will welcome 
your…

Scorpio Oct 23rd – Nov 21st
Since becoming the town crier you have 
been very busy. Never a moments rest 
between ding-dong– who’s that now… 
The stars are aligned and suggest this is 
the best way for you to help people and 
spread love. Stick with it, your services are 
invaluable for the community who rely on 
you for…

Sagittarius Nov 22nd – Dec 21st
This month you will meet someone with 
an interesting past and a big present. Give 
them a warm welcome and things can’t go 
wrong. Also, beware of …
 

EQUIPMENT HIRE SERVICES 15 HIGH STREET LYDNEY GL15 5DP

Tel: 01594 843375
Fax: 01594 844610

HIRE - SALES - SERVICE   
INDUSTRIAL AND D.I.Y. POWER TOOLS
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1st Woolaston Beaver Scouts- 
Mountain Colony

1st Woolaston Beaver Scouts love building 
and making things!! In the past few 
months, they’ve made cardboard box 
robots as well as bird feeders and dens. All 
of these activities help develop important 
#SkillsForLife and count towards badges – 
they really enjoyed working towards their 
Creative and Builder Badges over the winter.   

They also earned their Communicator 
Badge, which meant learning how to make 
a phone call, send a text message and use 
a phone to get help in an emergency. And 
they’ve learnt important First Aid skills as 
well as taking part in Safer Internet Day 
2019 in February.

The Beavers have been finding out about 
different foods from around the world, and 
they had great fun making their own food to 
achieve their Cook Badge.
Community activities are an important 
part of Scouting. Our Beavers donated tins 

and other food to our local Foodbank at 
Christmas, and took time to think about 
people less fortunate than themselves. 

More recently, the Beavers took part in 
the District St George’s Day Parade in 
Coleford alongside 1st Woolaston Cubs, 
Scouts and Leaders to celebrate our Patron 
Saint and renew their Beaver Promise.

Beaver Scout Leader Emma Carey (Owl) 
says the children’s enthusiasm is inspiring: 
“It’s fantastic to see the Beavers’ skills and 
confidence grow during their time with us. 
They seize every opportunity to try new 
things and stretch their abilities. Several 
members of our Colony have now moved 
on to Cubs, and three of them achieved 
their Chief Scout’s Bronze Award – the 
highest award available to Beavers.”

The Beavers are now looking forward 
to their Summer Camp and more hiking, 
rafting and canoeing during the warmer 
months. A Beavers Young Leader has 
joined the Colony to help run activities 
and is quickly developing excellent 
leadership skills.

Woolaston WI members have been busy as 
ever with an enjoyable mix of talks, crafts 
and outings.  
Back in November, we crafted hundreds 
of poppies for the events commemorating 
the Centenary of the Armistice in St 
Andrew’s Church at Alvington, and five 
of our members were involved with the 
bellringing for Remembrance Sunday.
 
We sent special 100th birthday greetings to 
two early members of Woolaston WI – to 
Edna Hicks last November and to Gladys 
Milner in February. 

Woolaston W.I. So far this year, we have had fascinating 
talks on subjects as wide-ranging as 
Bespoke Bags, SS Great Britain and Japan.  
In January we went to the Slimbridge 
Wetlands Centre for a “Swan Supper”.  
Don’t worry, we weren’t served roast 
swan!   Bewick’s Swans fly all the way 
from Siberia to Slimbridge every winter 
and we were able to watch hundreds of 
these swans, as well as geese and ducks, 
being fed on the floodlit lake. During a 
very interesting commentary from the 
warden, we learnt that each swan’s bill 
markings are slightly different so they 
can be identified individually and are 
recognised when they return year on year.
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Colony details
1st Woolaston Beaver Scout Leader: 

Emma Carey (Owl)
Meeting time: Wednesdays 4.30-5.30pm

Meeting place: Woolaston Memorial 
Hall

Several of our Beaver Scouts have moved 
up to Cubs, so we have room for a few 
more!
Contact Emma-Jayne Williams if your 
child is aged six to eight and would like to 
join now, or if you’d like to put their name 
down for when they turn six.

Emma-Jayne Williams 
Group Scout Leader | 1st Woolaston 

Scout Group
Training Adviser | Forest of Dean 

District Scouts
07807 068296

woolastonscoutgroup@outlook.com
www.scouts.org.uk

Carrying the flag at the St George’s Day Parade         Den building on the playing field

In March, we hosted walks 
around Woolaston for 
other Gloucestershire WI 
members, and in April we 
had a very informative – and 
enjoyable! – Gin Tasting 
at The Rising Sun.  We 
have outings planned to see 
Calendar Girls in Cardiff in 
May and to visit Blenheim 
Palace in the autumn.  
Meanwhile, our WI Book 
Club members have been 
devouring a variety of books 
(along with appropriate 
refreshments!).

 If you would like to join us, just come along to the 
Memorial Hall on the third Tuesday of the month at 7pm!  
All welcome!

                            Anne Wickham
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LADYBUG PEST CONTROL 
Local family run business for the general public and businesses alike.  

FROM BED BUGS TO BIRD CONTROL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES. 

Contact Alexa Palmer on 07575 203298.  
Lady-bugpc@outlook.com              www.lady-bugpc.co.uk  

1st Woolaston Cub Scouts - 
Velociraptor Pack

From a three-mile hike along the Cotswold 
Way to fencing, den building and table 
tennis, there’s never a dull moment at 1st 
Woolaston Cub Scouts. The Pack has also 
developed domestic skills such as sew-
ing, using a kettle to make hot drinks and 
ironing. 
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We learnt to sew and made Christmas decorations
Grit and resilience on the Farriers Challenge hike

Developing map reading and compass skills
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The highlight of the past few months was 
the Farriers Challenge, a county hike in-
volving physical challenges and teamwork. 
In preparation for this, the Cubs worked 
towards their Navigator Stage 2 Badge, 
where they had to read a map and use a 
compass. 

Other badges earned in recent months 
include the Pioneering Badge, for which 
the Cubs made structures out of poles and 
ropes, and practiced tying different types of 
knot. They’ve also achieved their Personal 
Safety Badge, as well as learning about 
First Aid and online safety.

During the spring, the Cubs enjoyed 
learning about our local hedgehog rescue 
charity. They made ‘hedgehog highways’ 
to help encourage hedgehogs into their 
gardens, and donated money and cat food 
to help in the care of sick and injured 
hedgehogs.

According to Cub Scout Leader Chris 
Brieger, the Pack has lots of great activities 
planned for the next few months: “We’ve 
got rafting and canoeing sessions coming 
up as well as our annual District Cub Camp 
in September. The Cubs really enjoy get-
ting outside and trying new things, and it’s 
great to see how well they work together 
as a team at big events like the Farriers 
Challenge.”

As well as having huge amounts of fun, 
Cubs develop personal, social and practical 
skills in line with the Scouting #Skills-
ForLife strategy. Two members of the 
Pack completed the full Cubs programme 
and achieved the top honour – the Chief 
Scout’s Silver Award – before moving up 
to Scouts after their tenth birthday. 

Pack details
1st Woolaston Cub Scout Leader: Chris 

Brieger 
Meeting time: Mondays 6.30-8.00pm

Meeting place: Woolaston School Hall

Contact Emma-Jayne Williams if your 
child is aged between eight and ten and 
would like to join the Velociraptor Pack.

Emma-Jayne Williams 
Group Scout Leader | 1st Woolaston 

Scout Group
Training Adviser | Forest of Dean Dis-

trict Scouts
07807 068296

woolastonscoutgroup@outlook.com
www.scouts.org.uk

For Hire 3M x 3M Gazebos
Woolston Memorial Hall owns two 
red heavy-duty pop-up Gazebos.

If you would like to hire them for 
your BBQ or family party contact:

 Sue Anderson
bookings@woolastonmh.org.uk

01594 529523
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Have you seen that bright thing peeking 
out from behind the clouds? What 
is it? Could it be? Yes, it’s the sun! 
Summertime’s around the corner and it’s 
time to start planning to make sure we’re 
not spending more than we need to. We’ve 
got six tips to help you do just that.

Save cash by giving memberships a break
An added benefit of the sunshine is that 
your family can get out of the house more. 
You’ll have less need for subscriptions to 
streaming services like Netflix and gym 
memberships for a few months, so why not 
cancel them temporarily and 
save some cash?

Use less energy
The warm weather is an 
ideal opportunity to lift some 
weight off your monthly 
energy bills. Turn down your 
thermostat, use the washing 
line instead of the tumble 
dryer, and swap the car for 
walking or cycling. Not only will your 
budget thank you, but the environment will 
too. 

Make the most of free events in your 
community
Keep an eye out for free family events 
running near you this summer, like a 
church barbecue or free local festival. 
Check your local church bulletin board or 
go on the council website to see what’s on. 
This can provide somewhere colourful and 
fun to go without having to empty your 
piggy bank (as long as you’re careful, of 
course).

Make memories without breaking the bank
Opting for a staycation in the UK this 
summer is an easy way to save the money 
you’d ordinarily spend on flights, luggage 
charges, travel agents and exchange rates. 

How far do you really need to go to find 
beautiful and interesting places? Give 
camping a go if you haven’t tried it before 
– you might find a new hobby! Remember, 
it’s not about where you go, but the people 
you’re with and the memories you’ll make.

Enjoy festivals for free by volunteering
If your family’s keen to go to a festival this 
year, you may be able to bag yourself free 
entry in exchange for a few hours of your 
day spent volunteering. Free or discounted 
food may even be included. This summer, 
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is on 

the lookout for volunteers to 
lend a hand in their cafes at 
the Big Church Day Out (25 
to 26 May) and United 19 
(27 July to 10 August). Find 
out more and apply at capuk.
org/volunteer.

Research before travelling 
abroad
If you decide to head 

overseas for your summer break, be sure 
to do your research beforehand. Check 
restaurant prices in the area you’re visiting 
and consider booking activities in advance. 
This can help you get the best deals and 
avoid being hit with unexpected costs. 
Also, don’t underestimate the importance 
of travel insurance – it may seem like an 
extra expense, but in the long term it could 
save you a whole lot of money.

From all of us at CAP, we hope you have a 
fantastic summer!

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is a UK 
charity with over 600 services across the 
country delivering debt counselling, money 
management, job clubs, life skills groups 
and support for people breaking addictions. 
Visit capuk.org to find out more.

Christians against poverty - Summer Savings
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Block Paving - Wooden and Composite Decking  -  Patios 
Stonework  -  Brickwork  -  Hedge and Grass Cutting   

Fencing  -  Extensions and Alterations 
Property Maintenance 

 
 

For a free quotation call or email 

01594 531408 
billandben01@gmail.com 

J & H DAVIES 
Building and Landscaping Services 

Over 30 years experience. Based in St Briavels 

Woolaston Methodist Church
We are looking forward to hosting a Songs 
of Praise, maybe even outdoors in our 
field if the weather is fit, on the Sunday 
afternoon after the carnival, which will 
be 23rd June. It would be great to make 
it a real village event at the end of a gala 
weekend. Look out for our posters for the 
details.

We have settled into a pattern of having a 
‘messy’ craft morning for children (of all 
ages!) once each half term, and once each 
school holiday, normally on a Tuesday. 
Watch the noticeboard for details of these.

Our next coffee mornings are planned for 
July 15th and September 23rd.
Our church anniversary service will be on 
July 14th, and will be taken by Reverend 
Vernon Godden; and Harvest Festival will 
be on the last Sunday in September.

W.A.G.S.W.A.G.S.W
O

O
LA

STON
ALLOTMENT & GARDEN

SO
C
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T

Y

Woolaston Amateur  
  Garden Society 

After many years we have changed 
our committee venue to the Netherend 
Inn where we have more space. Our 
club meetings and talks continue in the 
Methodist hall, as they have for many 
years.

These club meetings continue to be very 
well supported, a sign of the quality of the 
speakers, and how much everyone loves 
to come and chat with friends. Not only 
do we have good speakers with expert 
knowledge, we also know how to lighten a 
talk with a sense of humour.

We meet at 8:00 pm on the first 
Thursday every month.
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Curtain Making— 

Bespoke or Homemade? 

All Soft Furnishings— 

Cushions, Dining Chairs or Footstalls etc.  

Made to Order or Recovered 

 

The Old Rectory 
Woolaston 

A Venue With a Relaxed Elegance and a Hint of Decadence 

Bed and Breakfast        Christenings 
                 House Parties 

       Weddings 
Funerals 

hannah@rectorydesigns.co.uk 
For Designs & Events: 07831 584823 

enquiries@rectoryevents.co.uk 
www.rectoryevents.co.uk 



S C GEORGE & SON 

Brakes, 
Tyres, 
MOTs, 
Welding, 
Exhausts 
etc. 

Motor Mechanics: 

Shaun and Adam 

01594 842366 

07902 716000 

Friendly and Reliable. 

Diagnostic, 
Servicing 

Unit 13 

Aylburton Business Centre 

GL15 6ST 
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Curtain Making— 

Bespoke or Homemade? 

All Soft Furnishings— 

Cushions, Dining Chairs or Footstalls etc.  

Made to Order or Recovered 

 

The Old Rectory 
Woolaston 

A Venue With a Relaxed Elegance and a Hint of Decadence 

Bed and Breakfast        Christenings 
                 House Parties 

       Weddings 
Funerals 

hannah@rectorydesigns.co.uk 
For Designs & Events: 07831 584823 

enquiries@rectoryevents.co.uk 
www.rectoryevents.co.uk 
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With our delicious frozen meals and desserts, prepared by award-winning chefs and 
delivered free by your local team, you’ve more time to enjoy doing the things you love.  

For your free brochure visit wiltshirefarmfoods.com or call 

ENJOY
WHAT REALLY MATTERS

OVER 300 DELICIOUS DISHES

TRUSTED LOCAL SERVICE

FREE FRIENDLY DELIVERY

01600 892 855
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The Happiest Days of Their Lives?  (Woolaston History Group)
Standing outside 
Woolaston School, one 
can’t help reflecting how 
much has changed from 
one hundred years ago. 
Looking at the original 
1862 buildings, plus the 
small 1895 new wing 
and 1903 extension, 
it’s hard to believe 
they once provided 
not only classrooms 
for around 100 infants 
and ‘seniors’, but also 
accommodation for the 
schoolmaster and his 
wife! 

Today’s health and safety issues were 
definitely not high on the agenda.          
The rooms were heated in winter by coal-
fed ‘tortoise stoves’ – doubling as drying 
areas for children’s wet clothes. 
Lighting was provided by paraffin lamps 
hanging down on thick chains from the 
ceiling. There was no running water and, 
inevitably, sanitary arrangement were 
minimal. However, as most children 
were used to similar conditions at home, 
they would have taken it very much for 
granted. 
But one really needs a personal account to 
bring those schooldays to life – and Ethel 
Williams does just that. Clearly standards 
or attendance at the school had never been 
very high but all that changed with the 
arrival of Cornelius Jones as headmaster 
in 1914. To quote Ethel, ‘He was tall, thin 
and very severe – with a poor opinion of 
the village in general and of the school 
in particular. His first words were that he 
would lick us into shape.’ 

It was no idle threat. He enforced strict 
discipline both inside and outside school 
–walking round the village in the evening 
to spot any misdemeanour, which would 
inevitably be punished the following day. 
The cane was a constant threat for both 
girls and boys, while knocking heads 
together, name calling and sarcasm a 
daily occurrence. But within two years 
the school had won the Price School 
Attendance Shield, beating 75 other 
schools in the area! 
Silence in lessons was a must, unless the 
children were reading aloud or chanting 
tables or verses. According to Ethel, ‘One 
teacher would drop a pin on the stone in 
front of the stove and we were expected 
to hear it drop’. Rhymes were used to 
fix facts in history and geography and 
everyone had to learnt copper plate writing 
‘making the loops just right, thin strokes 
up, and down strokes a little thicker’. Any 
mistakes in class meant either no playtime 
or staying in after school to correct the 
work. 

Continued on page 38
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Continued from page 37

But, of course, there were also enjoyable 
times. Ethel appreciated that ‘When we 
were praised it was praise indeed, no 
matter how seldom’ and she loved being 
part of the girls’ cricket team who ‘often 
beat the boys’. The school log books also 
record a variety of days off – including 
‘to attend Sanger’s Circus at Lydney’, ‘for 
the Chapel Band of Hope children to go 
to Weston’ and ‘to attend the annual treat 
at Sedbury Park, the home of Colonel and 
Mrs Marling’. 
Touchingly, one young girl had no doubts 
about school life – in the final stages of 
consumption (TB) and ‘looking like a 
skeleton’, she begged to be allowed to 
attend for one last day .. medically wise or 
not, she just wanted to be there.

Mary Atkins

The following people from Woolaston 
parish were named in the recent New Years 
honours list. 
 
• Sharon Beckett (Chief executive Sight 

Cymru ) received a British Empire 
Medal for services to the Blind and 
Partially Sighted people in South 
Wales.

 
• Richard James Nicholas received an 

MBE for services to the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 

• Claire Gibbs was also awarded an 
OBE, which she collected from the 
Queen this March.

New Years Honours List
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Annual Accounts, Tax Returns, Payroll, VAT 

and Book-keeping Services 
For a professional and approachable service 

contact Lesa Cooksley FMAAT AATQB 
01594 844 443   lesa@accountingservicesfod.co.uk  

www.accountingservicesfod.co.uk 
 
         Lesa Cooksley is Licensed by the Association of Accounting Technicians 
         to undertake services for the public in accordance with Licence No. 1723, 
         details of which are displayed at the office. 
 

 

 

       
J.A.P.S. 

Website: japsplans.co.uk     Email: janders55@btinternet.com 

Tel 01594 529523     Mobile: 07768 936553 
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Have you ever been put off a job because 
of the long hours, location or commute? 
Have you ever seen a job advert for 
something you could do but felt it was 
not targeted at you; that somehow your 
situation would preclude you from 
the role? What if all those jobs were 
advertised with flexibility built in, offering 
hours, location and travel to suit you, 
understanding that you have a life outside 
of work - would you change your mind and 
apply?

If so, the statistics would tell us you are 
not alone. Over 50% of staff now value 
flexibility in the workplace above any other 

Working happily ever after
benefit and by flexibility we don’t just 
mean part-time.  Both full and part-time 
roles can be opened up to flexible options 
such as remote working, condensed hours, 
job share and much more.

The Woolaston News has featured several 
local businesses in recent editions and this 
time it’s the turn of Resource Harbour. 
Resource Harbour is a Woolaston based 
recruitment / job agency with a difference. 
The three founders, Sarah Taylor from 
Alvington, Katie Hunt and Zina Pearce 
from Woolaston are working parents and 
know only too well the challenges of 
seeking meaningful work; that perfect job 
that will allow you to use your talents but 
still enable your personal life to continue 
around it. 

At Resource Harbour’s recent event in the 
Lime Tree in Chepstow, Katie, Zina and 
Sarah met parents who are seeking work 
to fit around the family, carers looking 
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for remote working opportunities to still 
allow them to be there for their loved 
ones, and people in the later stages of their 
career looking for a phased retirement. 
The one thing that united them all whether 
they were shifting career, returning to 
a career after a break of simply looking 
for that next step; was their incredible 
skills and experience in their own fields 
of work, from project management, IT, 
finance, sales, marketing, HR, engineering, 
business admin and more.

In a world where we can be online, talking 
to the other side of the world instantly, 
many companies are starting to offer home 
working as an option. Many jobs involve 
working with colleagues in other time 
zones, so people who want to work unusual 
hours are in hot demand. The list goes 
on. The world of work is evolving and is 
changing for the better, if you know how to 
make it work for you.

That’s where Resource Harbour can help, 
says Katie. She explains how all three 
co-founders are working with businesses 
to demystify flexible working and explain 
how it can help them attract the most 
talented people to roles, opening them up 
to people like us.

Sarah first had the idea of setting up the 
business when she was returning from an 
interview, for a salesperson role.
“I was asked to work 5 days, plus Saturday 
mornings, and evening appointments, so 
I had to turn down an otherwise perfect 
role. It was on my drive back home over 
the Severn Bridge that the penny dropped. 
Given that the role required coverage on all 
days of the week, day and night, I was sure 
that two parents like myself in that role, 
could have easily outperformed a single 
person. Two people could work three really 

long days each, every other Saturday and 
also have a life. On the two days they 
weren’t on the job, they would still be 
in the world at the school gate, the gym, 
or playgroup and sales opportunities are 
just as likely to arise in those situations as 
sitting in an office. By advertising the role 
as a job share partnership, the employer 
would have two enthused, engaged, 
motivated employees who between 
them worked long hours and had the 
week covered, and could make customer 
appointments when it suited them. Or, they 
could choose one full time individual who 
has no time to look after their own well-
being and might become burnt out.”
So, some years later, Resource Harbour 
came to be. Sarah knew Katie, a mum 
and tax consultant, and Sarah knew Zina, 
a mum and IT project manager, and ever 
since then the three co-founders haven’t 
looked back. 

If you would like a new challenge or to get 
back into work or to change your job to 
better suit your lifestyle, Resource Harbour 
would love to hear from you. You can 
register at www.resourceharbour.co.uk/
register or contact them to find out more at 
cvs@resourceharbour.co.uk. 

Equally if your business would like to 
know more about the business benefits of 
flexible working or would simply like help 
recruiting amazing people, contact us on 
hi@resourceharbour.co.uk.

If you know another business that would be 
willing to feature in the next edition of the 
Woolaston News, do please get in touch. 
The Wooly News team would love to hear 

from you!
Editor



 

Need help with Maths?
Having problems helping your children?

Let Me Help  From Year 3 upwards to G.C.S.E.

Ring Mrs Pugh 529804 - Or call at 43 Birchwood Rd Woolaston

Scouts, Polaris Troop
Preparations for summer camps are 
well underway at 1st Woolaston Scouts. 
They’ve been practicing cooking on 
stoves, as well as lighting and cooking 
on open fires. And they’ve learnt about 
food hygiene and safe use of knives, while 
planning and budgeting for camping meals. 

To build stamina and test their navigation 
skills, Polaris Troop has been on some long 
hikes in the local countryside. The Scouts 
have also been busy earning badges, 
including the Master at Arms Badge for 
air rifle shooting. Their fencing skills are 
improving rapidly too!

1st Woolaston Scout Leader Tom Ovens 
is pleased to have the additional support 
of two Scouts Young Leaders. They’re 
helping to run activities and developing 
their own leadership skills as the Troop 
goes from strength to strength.  

“Our Scouts are so eager to go camping this 
summer,” says Tom. “They’ve become very 
independent and can’t wait to put their new 
skills to the test. The summer looks like 
it’s going to be a blast, with lots of hiking, 
rafting and outdoor fun on the cards.”

The Scouts also took part in the District St 
George’s Day Parade in Coleford, along 
with 1st Woolaston Beavers, Cubs and 
Leaders to celebrate our Patron Saint and 
renew their Scout Promise. All the Scouts’ 
activities are aligned with the Scouting 
#SkillsForLife programme which focuses 
on the development of personal and social 
skills as well as practical abilities. 

Troop details

1st Woolaston Scout Leader: Tom Ovens 
Meeting time: Thursdays 6.00-8.00pm

Meeting place: St Briavels Pavilion

Polaris Troop has an active, fun-packed 
summer planned. All young people aged 
between ten and 14 from Woolaston, St 

Briavels and any surrounding towns and 
villages are welcome to join. Contact 

Emma-Jayne Williams for more details.

Emma-Jayne Williams 
Group Scout Leader | 1st Woolaston 

Scout Group
Training Adviser | Forest of Dean 

District Scouts 07807 068296

woolastonscoutgroup@outlook.com
www.scouts.org.uk
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Health &
Complimentary

Therapies

Massage

Re�exology

Aromatherapy

Indian Head
Massage

Hopi Ear Candles

Hot Stone
Therapy

Beauty
Treatments

Facials

Waxing

Luxury Jessica
Manicure

Luxury Jessica
Pedicure

Hopi Ear Candles

Jessica Geleration
Manicure

P R O P R I E TO R

Bonnie Jones
I.I.H.H.T., I.F.R. Dip

A Member of The
International Federation

of Re�exologists

Tel: 01594 529717
Mob: 07775 721602

tropicskincare.co.uk/shop/bonniejones Bonnie at Tropic

THERAPIES
OAK BARN

BEAUTY & BALANCE

THERAPIES

The Scouts are 
developing excellent 
fencing skills.

Air rifle shooting is 
popular with the Scouts.

Cooking on an open fire.
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Where’s Wooly? Clare’s Story

We hope you loved the front cover of this 
summer edition of the Woolaston News. 
Clare, a talented ex-Woolaston School 
pupil and local resident, designed it, and 
here’s her story.

would hang out in the art department in 
their free time. Art homework was never a 
chore, it was just part of what they did.

Clare went onto study fine art and 
illustration at Worcester but preferring 
the vocational side she focused more on 
the illustrations, which finally formed the 
foundations of her career.
These days Clare, based in Clevedon, 
is a graphic designer working full time 
for a small company in Nailsea called 
Squarebird. She works on print design 
and social media, and above all enjoys 
designing websites for their clients. Clare 
tells me that website design was something 
she learned after her studies, and although 
she was nervous initially to try her hand at 
something so different to illustration, she 
really loves it.

While she was growing up, Clare lived just 
opposite the Rising Sun, and was always a 
creative soul, forever drawing and making 
things. She remembers making hats and 
drawing orang-utans with Wooly News 
designer Yvonne, who had only just started 
teaching art at Woolaston when Clare was 
there.

It was Wyedean School’s art department 
where Clare’s art moved onto the next 
stage. Miss Chaffe and Miss Cooper, 
nowadays Clare’s friends, but back then 
her teachers, spotted her potential and 
really gave the students the support their 
creativity needed. Clare and her friends 
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Clare’s life is a busy one though, as she 
works as a freelancer alongside her day 
job, building her own business at the 
same time. Her freelancing all began 
when she was working as an unpaid intern 
and Penguin Random House contacted 
her to ask her to illustrate a book call 
‘Animals Strike Curious Poses’. With 
such an illustrious start, Clare didn’t look 
back. She has worked on anything from 
magazines, children’s product design, 
personal wedding invitation design though 
to working for a company called Bowtix, 
to design for a bow tie for cats and dogs.

Freelancing is very different, Clare 
explains. Freelancers can’t just rely on 
work to come their way; they have to make 
it happen. She must have sent more than 
a hundred emails before anyone offered 
her paid work. These days, she gets a few 
freelance commissions per month, but 
she would love to get more. Freelancing 
allows her to follow her passion, do what 
she really loves, have freedom to work 
the hours she wants to, but like everyone 
stability and therefore the day job is still 
important.

Clare designs invitations, bunting, event 
decorations, you name it she can do it. 
Her pricing is bespoke, but to give you 
an example a recent wedding certificate 
design was £170. To commission some 
work with her, she needs to understand 
your colour choices and see some example 
of similar items you like.

For more information, you can find Clare 
and her work on any of the below.

Editor 
Website: www.clarelewisillustration.co.uk

Instagram: www.instagram.com clarelewisillustration
Shop: www.etsy.com/uk/shop/ClareyTale



 

Ashwell Grange, Stroat, Chepstow, Monmouthshire NP16 7LS 

 

Specialists in all aspects of portable  

 

Quality Top Soil Straight From the Field 
Small or Large Amounts for Delivery or Collection 

  
 

• Competitive Rates 
• Operated JCB for Hire 
• Tipping Facility 
• Site Clearance 
• Prompt and Courteous Service 

Tel. (01594) 528 224 
www.reecer.co.uk 

Email: info@reecer.co.uk 

   TOPSOIL     
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Ceri Crossland Therapies 
Foot Health Professional 

Regular Foot Care 

Nail Cutting and Thinning 

Corn and Callus Removal 

Dry and Cracked Heels 

Diabetic Foot Care 

Reflexology—The Bowen Technique 

Mobile Visits Available 
Ceri Crossland MCFHP MAFHP MAR 

01291 627157 or 0774 832 4416 

Ceri.crossland@btinternet.com 

• Free Estimates 
• Collection  & Delivery 
• Fast & reliable Service 

01594 841555 
UNIT 9 THE MARINA, HARBOUR ROAD,  
LYDNEY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL15 5ET 

Email   info@ltaservices.co.uk 

We offer a full range of motoring services and auto repair from MOT 
testing, tyres, exhausts, brakes and batteries to full servicing. Talk to us 
to arrange competitive bodywork repairs and quotes. Call us now for... 

• Competitive Rates 
• Courtesy Cars Available 
• All Work Guaranteed 
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Ashwell Grange, Stroat, Chepstow, Monmouthshire NP16 7LS 

 

Specialists in all aspects of portable  

 

Looking for additional space or extra storage 
facilities? 

Whatever your needs, we have the solution. 

  

• Competitive Rates 
• 24/7 Access 
• Drive In & Drop to Your Container 
• CCTV On-Site Security 
• Insurance Approved Padlocks 
• 10ft, 20ft and 40ft’s In Stock 
• Vermin Proof  
• Insulated Containers available 

Tel. (01594) 528 224 
www.reecer.co.uk 

Email: info@reecer.co.uk 

SELF STORAGE     
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Artisan

Severnside
Veterinary Group

1 Tuthill Lydney, Glos Gl15 5PA
Telephone: (01594) 842185
Coleford (01594) 835600
Surgeries also at Newnham

Our experienced vets and support staff
 offer a full range of services

plus some added extras:

24-hour night & day emergency cover
8am Lydney Surgery (Mon-Fri)

Lydney Sunday Surgery
Homeopathy

Free Pet Registration Checks 

We are always happy to discuss your
pet’s needs

Ask for details of our loyalty scheme

Now also at Hanley Court Tidenham - 01291 630100 

SE
V

E
R

N
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DE VETERINARY CEN
T
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Plot 14B FoD Business Estate Stepbridge Rd Coleford Gl16 8PJ

RE- SURFACING
GROUNDWORKS ETC
BLOCK PAVING

CARPARKS

KERBING

DRIVES CONSTRUCTEDROADS

Tel : 01594 834032E-mail ian@deanparkcontractors.co.uk
www.deanparkcontractors.co.uk Fax: 01594 834082

MOTs  -  Car Servicing and Repairs  - 
Air Conditioning   -  Tyres 
Citroen & Peugeot Specialists 

For All Your Car Requirements  - 

 - All Makes And Models Welcome 

 

WYVERN GARAGE 
Brookend, Woolaston, GL15 6PW 

01594 529298 
customerservices@wyverngarage.co.uk 

WE’LL KEEP YOU SMILING ON THE ROAD! 
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BOOK YOUR
SPECIAL 

PARTY EVENT
AT

WOOLASTON
MEMORIAL HALL

aBRIGHT MODERN HALL
aSEATS 70 PEOPLE
aFULLY ACCESSIBLE
aQUALITY AUDIO-VISUAL SYSTEM
aGREAT KITCHEN FACILITIES
aOUTSIDE AREA AVAILABLE
aGAZEBOS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

ONLY..... £10 PER HOUR
Reduction for FRIDAYS

For Bookings Contact.....
Sue Anderson

bookings@woolastonmh.org.uk
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Small, friendly and bursting with
fantastic local produce

Fruit, vegetables, bakery, confectionery
meat, eggs, pies,  pastries, preserves,
sauces, dressings and refreshments. 

There’s something for everyone!

Saturday 10am to 1pm

Woolaston
FARMERS’
MARKET

Saturday
16th Feb
16th March
20th April
18th May
15th June

20th July
17th Aug
21st Sept
19th Oct
16th Nov
21st Dec

2019

Woolaston Farmers Market Poster A3 2019 dates_Layout 1  25/04/2019  13:55  Page 1
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We provide coaching for pupils in years 4 and 5, ensuring that children are fully prepared for 
all aspects of the CEM test. 

Our small group approach is designed to increase knowledge and build confidence, allowing 
children to flourish and achieve their potential. 

Why choose us ? 
• Your child’s coach Patricia Briggs, has twenty years education experience, including 14 years 

as a primary and secondary headteacher. 

• Our programme has been carefully designed to cover all aspects of the CEM test. 

• Each session lasts 1 hour 45 minutes. Sessions run during term time and school holidays, 
ensuring momentum and skills are retained. 

• Working in small groups ( no larger than 8) children learn and practice all elements of 
the CEM test. Games and traditional teaching methods are used to engage and stimulate 
learning. 

• Children take part in termly mock exams. Following this  a full question level analysis is 
shared with parents. Enabling you to see which elements of the test your child needs to 
focus on and where they are succeeding. 

• All children are provided with practice books to use at home. 

• Children have access to our on line learning hub. The hub allows 
children to practice various aspects of the CEM test. Children 
build confidence and speed. Parents are then able to 
review progress in specific areas over time. 

Visit our website to secure your child’s place 
for September 2019 or request a personal 
telephone call from our lead coach.

Classes will be held 
each Monday 3:45pm 
at Woolaston 
Memorial Hall. 

Is your child sitting the 
Gloucestershire Grammar School 
Entrance Examination? 

For more information visit 
www.11pluscoachinggloucestershire.co.uk
Or email  coach@11pluscoachinggloucestershire.co.uk
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The Parish council usually meet on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month in the Memorial 
Hall. The public may attend any meeting as 
observers. The first agenda item is Public 
Forum, an opportunity at the start of each 
meeting to speak to the Council.

Parish Council Website
www.woolaston.org.uk

 
Updated regularly with agenda and minutes 
of Parish Council meetings. Broad details 
of the parish, and it’s history and location 
of the charity lands. Links to the Forest of 
Dean District Council and Gloucestershire 
County Council. The Parish Council notice 
board is opposite the shop.

Chairman 
Mr M.J. Fairless  
The Reddings Severn View road  529309

Vice Chairman
Mr R.W. Southee  
New House Woolaston Common  529336 

Clerk to the Council
Ashley Rees
5 Grahamstown Grove, Sedbury, NP167AE
01291620137

Members
Mrs M. Greenslde
66 severn view road   529617
Mr. D. J Harris  
Rosemont, Woolaston Common  529238
Mr A.J. Lord   
The Covert, Woolaston Woodside  529680
Terina Riches 
Cartref, The Common, Woolaston GL156NT
Mr Martin Rose   
8 Swainsfield, Woolaston    07789 934452

Woolaston Parish Council Forest of Dean District Council
Council Offices Coleford  Tel 810000

District Councillors

Maria Edwards
Severndale Farm, Tidenham

Chepstow,  NP167LL
Mobile - 07807 06868

maria.edwards@fdean.gov.uk

Nick Evans
Kinsale, Gloucester Road, Tutshill, NP16 7DH

Mobile - 07740 575369
nick.evans@fdean.gov.uk

Helen Molyneaux
BluChepstow, NP16 7QE

Phone - 01291 625013
helen.molyneaux@fdean.gov.uk

Thank you to all of our contributors for this edition of the Wooly News.
It has been put together by John Anderson, Zina Pearce and Yvonne Thompson

and delivered to your door by Andrew and Steve our local posties

Cradle to
Grave

Ceremonies
Family Ceremonies 
Weddings  Funerals

 
Helen Roberts, Civil Celebrant  

(ex-Village Agent) 
FOIC Trained, NOCN Accredited

 
Mobile: 07765 342708 

Email: helen@cradle-to-grave-
ceremonies.co.uk 
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Officers
Chairman: John Anderson,   
(55 Birchwood Rd GL15 6PE - 529523)

Hon. Treasurer: Mark Lightbound  
(64 Severn View Rd GL15 6NP - 529046)

Secretary: Mr D Reith   
(Old Cone House, Woolaston - 529639)

Carnival
Co-ordinator: Andrew Morgan Watts 
(6 Post Paddocks GL15 6NJ - 529381)

Hall Bookings Sec: Sue Anderson 
bookings@woolastonmh.org.uk   
(55 Birchwood Rd GL15 6PE - 529523)

Members         Organisation 
Mrs K Bennett(Jacky Weller 529318) Guides 
Mr M. Rose (07789934452)  Woolaston AFC

Mrs J Weller (529318)     Guides 
Mary Greenslade (529617)          WI
Maggie Saunders (529392)         Craft Group

Sian on (0787257 1934
01291 630188 - sianrule@gmail.com)   Yoga      

Michelle Gardiner (07790 025743)  Rebound
Andrew Morgan-Watts (529381) Silver Steps
Anita Mott (529469)                  Brownies       

Michelle Gardiner (07790 025743)             
               White Lotus Martial Arts & Zumba

Emma Jayne Williams (07807068296)   Beavers

Woolaston Memorial Hall
& Playing Field Committee

Advertisment Index
Page Advertiser

39 Accounting Services
12 A.R.H. Electrical
49 Artisan-painting & decorating
20 Bailey Installations L.t.d
27 Beanhill B&B
23 Cards at Home
47 Ceri Crossland Therapies 
54 Cradle to the Grave Ceromonies
50 Dean Park- Contractors 
27 Equipment Hire Services
5 Farmer’s Market
17 Funeral Director -Philip Blatchly
13 Funeral Directors - Ian Watts & Son
31 Gazebo Hire.
2 Glenn the Chimney sweep 
39 J.A.P.S. -John Anderson plans/design
33 J&H Davies-building & landscape  
 Services
30 Ladybug Pest Control
5 Lottery advert
47 Lydney Tyres
42 Maths Tuition -Mrs Pugh
inside front cover - The Netherend Inn
43 Oak Barn Therapies - B. Jones
12 Peter Rogers Stone
46 ReeceR Topsoil
48 ReeceR Self storage
41 Recource Harbour
34 Rectory Designs
34 Rectory Events
20 Right on time- watch/clock repair
35 S.C. George & Son
49 Severnside Vets
back cover - Steve Virgo
inside back cover - S.W.M. Insulation &  
     building supplies
6 Trunk Arb - Tree surgery
38 Tudor Rose - Carpentry
17 Viney Hall - Physiotherapy
36 Wiltshire Farm Foods
25 Woolaston Inn Gurkha
50 Wyvern Garage



 

Lydney
Space
Station

01594 842428
space@swminsulations.co.uk

CONTAINER HIRE FOR
YOUR STORAGE SOLUTIONS

BUILDING
SUPPLIES
IN LYDNEY

BUILDERS MERCHANT
TOWN STATION • HILL STREET
LYDNEY • GLOS • GL15 5HL
01594 842 428
sales@swminsulations.co.uk
www.swminsulations.co.uk



STEVE VIRGO 
Garden Machinery 

Lydney—01594 840500 

Second Hand Machines Bought and Sold 

LYDNEY CYCLE CENTRE 
www.lydneycyclecentre.co.uk 

Sales—Servicing—Repairs—Accessories 

01594 842671 

Rear of 15 High Street Lydney— 

opposite MINCOST 


